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NARRATIVE 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF HIS EG. 
MAJESTY's FLreerm in the 
MEDITERRANEAN, and the combined 
Fleets of FRANCE and SPAIN, from the 
Year 1741, to March 1744. Including an 
accurate ACCOUNT of the late Fight near 
TovLON, and the Cauſes of our Miſcarriage: 


The Lines of Battle on both Sides, Plaog of | 
Villa Franca, Naples, Hieres (Bay, and Toulon 
The French Admiral's Journal in French und 0Þ 
Engliſh, tram the Time he left Ten, until 189 8 
-anchored with his Fleet in Alicapt Road. >, 
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And a Liſt of Captains and Lieutenants made by Admiral 
Matbews in the Mediterranean, their different Removes, . 
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Wich many ufetul OusExvations.' , | 
By a SEA-OFFICER 


Let not a Torrent of impetnous Zeal 

Tranſpert ther thus bryond the Bounds of Reaſen : 

True Fortitude is ſern in great Enploits 

That Fuftice warrants, and that Wiſdom guides, 
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To the RicuT HONOURABLE 


DANIEL 


Earl of Winchelſea and Notting- 
ham, Viſcount Maidſtone, 
Baron Finch of Daventry, 


Firſt Lord Commiſſioner for 
executing the Office of Lord 


High Admiral of Great 
Britain, &'c. &c. 


My Lozp, 
HE following Relation of 
ſo many Truths and Facts, 
collected upon a Quarter- 
Deck, on board one of his 
Myety's Ships in the Mediterranean, 
has 


a 


| — 


g WDEDICATION. 
i has ſome Title to your Lordſhip's Pro- 
| tection, as the Preſfidedt'in Commiſſion 
ſor executing the Office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great Britain, &c. 


To put the Author's Veracity, Can. 
dor and Sincerity beyond all Doubt, 
who looks upon it to be a Crime of 
- the moſt hbinous Nature, a Species of 
| Treaſon to date to offer at miſleading 
| the Public, if. it ſhould hereafter hap- 
| pen to appear, that any of theſe Tranſ- 
| actions haye been . miſrepreſented by 

him, he now ſaithfully promiſes to 
| your Lordſhip,” upon a Advertiſement 

of that kind being publiſhed,” and ſent 
abroad to the Fleet with an Order for 
his Paſſage home, immediately to ac- 
knowledge: himſelf the Writer, that 
he may in that Caſe be chaſtiſed in the 
Face of the Nation, and ſcratch'd off 
hal | the 
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the Liſt of Sea Officers, as a Calum- 
niator and Author of Falſhood: The 
greateſt Ignominy that can be inflicted 
on him. But in the mean while, he 
humbly begs your Lordſhip will be 
pleaſed to forgive the Concealment of 
his Name, as the Knowledge of which 
can neither be neceſſary nor prudent, 
at the Time he remains in Commiſſion, 
in the Hands of Power, obnoxious to 
the Reſentment and Malice of thoſe, 
whole Intereſt it is ſo induſtriouſly to 
hide their Conduct from the Eyes of 
the Public ; and indeed, to take all 
Meaſures to cover it with a Veil of 
proſound Miſrepreſentation. I am with 
the greateſt deference 


My Lon p, 
Tour LORDSHIP'S 
mo/t obliged 
moſt humble 
and devoted Servant. 
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PREFACE 


E that becomes an Author without ci- 
willy acroſting the Reader at the begin- 
ning, is thought to intrench upon goo 
Manners; in pure Compliance with this Cuſtom, 
the Sailor who never entered the Lifts before, . 
with all due Submiſſion addreſſes the Reader. 


He is truly ſenfeble there is nothing to rtcom- 
mend the following Sheets, but matter of Judt 
beyond the leaſt Controverſy; which is related 
without any Flowers or Gloſſes : A ſect Period, 
er a delicate Cadence, ts what his Prefiſſion 
1s wnacquainted with; and indeed, there needs no 
finery of Language, or a pompous Parade of 
Words in a meer Narrative, 


* I 


PREFACE. vi 


If he has advanced any thing which may 
ſeem to be ſevere, be anſwers, better the Guilty 
be detected and feel th: Weight of the Nation's 
Indignation, than the Innocent continue to be fur- 
ther injured” and oppreſſed. As to any more 

| Preface, Reader, you muſt obſerve what the 

q | celebrated Mr. Pope ſays, viz. ** There is a 

. « Pleaſure in relating the Truth, which is a 

* Vanity at leaft as excuſable as any Vanity 

** can be, when ſo many miſchievous InſetFs are 

* eternally at work in cenſuring and calum- 

*« niating People of Merit, that they may have 

* the Satis/attion of ſeeing them look'd upon 15 

* better than they themſelves deſerve. 


% Though an honeſt Mind is not in the Power 

« of any diſhoneſt one, let his Station be ever 

% ſo exalted; and to break it's Peace, there 

« muſt be ſome Guilt or Conſciouſneſs, which 
6 * 45s inconſſtent with its own Principles, yet 
« Malice and Injuftice have their Day, like 
« ſome ſhort lived Vermin, that die in ſhoot- 

* ing their own Stings. Falſhood is Folly, 
and Lyars and Calumniators at laſt hurt none 


but themſelves, cven in this World: In the 
next, 


vil PRE FACE. 
ve next, *tis Charity to ſay God have Mercy on 
% them! They were the Devils Vice-gerents 
. upon Earth, who is the Father of Lies, 
** and 1 fear bas @ Right to diſpoſe of them. 
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NARRATIVE. 


HE Nation, amongſt other Advanta 
poſſeſſes mg _— Degree the Boll 
valuable Privileges of having the Throne 
open to the Petitions of the Subjects, 
and enquiring into the true Cauſes of all Miſcar- 
riages relating to the Government: Theſe Enjoy» 
ments, with the Liberty of the Preſs, have been 
always a Check upon an Adminiſtration, and the 
Means to ſecure and preſerve our Religion, Laws 
and Liberties. | 


A Miniſter, an Admiral, a General, or any pub- 
lic Officer, the Inſtruments of the Royal Au- 
thority, are inveſted with the Power to do good, 
but are reſtrain'd from doing ill. While:they with 
a Diſintereſtedneſs, a Candor, and a Nobleneſs of 
Soul, uſe their Talents and Capacities in Purſuit 
of the true Intereſts of their Country ; and by 
their Prudence and Courage ſurmount all Obſtacles 
and Difficulties ; while pure Reaſon, Fortitude 
and Military Virtue appear to be the Rule of their 
Will, with a juſt Diſcernment in chuting, and a 
Steadineſs in purſuing the beſt and wiſ:tt Councils. 
When they govern with Wiſdom and Moderation, 
and unite in the fame View to preſerve * 

ence 
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denee Abroad and Union at Home; when they pu- 
niſh Evil and reward Merit with Diſtinction, em- 
ploy the Superiority of their Genius only to make 
their Maſter's Commands reſpected, and ro add 
Strength to his Intereſt and Influence Abroad, in 
defearing and fruſtrating all the Deſigns and Ar- 
tempts of his Enemies; ſuch an excellent Conduct, 
ſuch a warm Zeal for the xp Good, never 
fail to receive great Applauſe : The Nation with 
one Voice pays all due Homage in ſinging the 
Praiſes of ſo much ſuperior Merit. But if, on the 
contrary, any of theſe Men who are Officers of 
the Executive Power, ſhould not be Men of | 
ſound judgment; whoſe Reflection and Expe- | 
rience have rectified their Faults, but think eve 
thing due to their ſuperficial Talents ; Men whoſe 
* Reſolutions are not fixed and ſteady, who are ca- | 
ricious and inconſtant, and continue to have the | 
anity to think themſelves much wiſer than other | 
Men; incapable of reaching the Heights and | 
Depths of their Profeſſion, who have neither 
Wiſdom to diſtinguiſh What is juſt, Virtue to ad- 
here to it, nor Courage to put it in Execution; | 
Men who are led by Inclination and Affection, | 
Malice and Reſentment in the Service of the Pub- 
lic; ſuch Men ought to be look'd upon as the 
Enemies of the State, and whether they fall into 
Errors and Blunders, by Pride, Ambition and the 
different Paſſions which poſſeſs the Heart of a tur- 
bulent Spirit, or through wilfulneſs, Ignorance 
and Surprize, the People deteſt them, and load 
them with Imprecations. 


The Miſcarriage of our Fleet in the Mediterra- 
nean is become the Topic of all Converſation in tbe 
Town and Country. We have all along flatter'd 
a —_ 
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ourſelves, eſpecially as ſo much Care had been 
taken to ſupply and re-inforce that Fleet, till at 
laſt there were not more Ships left at Home, than 
what were abſolutely neceſſary for diſappointing 
and deſeating any Deſigns that might pothbly be 
attempted by the Breff and Rochfort Squadrons ; 
that ſo great a Force ſupported at ſuch an immenſe 
Expence, ſo great a length of Time, with the Aid 
and Aſſiſtance of our good and powerful Ally, the 
King of Sardinia would diſconcert all the Projects 
of our Enemies in that Quarter of the World, and 
infallibly fruſtrate the ambirious Views of Spain, 
ia ſettling Don Philip in Lombardy ; and it the 
combin'd Fleets of France and Spain came out to 
ſo great was our Dependence on the Strength 
of our Fleet, that we ſeem'd to be perfectly ture 
that their Deſtrudtion muſt inevitably enſue. Then 
indeed all murmuring among the People, under 
Pretence that the publick Treaſury was exhauſted in 
maintaining uſeleſs Fleets would have ceas'd, when 
our Mediterrancas Fleet had had the Glory to finith 
a War, whereby our Commerce has ſo much lan- 
guiſh'd, and our Strength diminiſh'd, and brought 
about an Advantageous and Honorable Peace. 
Where this Commerce flouriſhed again, under the 
Protect ion of our wiſe Laws, and Plenty became 
univerſal : But, alas! how great is our Diſappoint- 
ment, when we find this Opportunity loſt, and the 
ſevere Neceſſity we are under of continuing theſe 
great Expences! Whether this Misfortune has 
proceeded trom want of Experience 1n a great 
Command (agreeable to the late Duke of Argy/e's 
Obſervation) or a Capacity to execute ſo great a. 
Deſign, Strength of Judgment, military Diſcip- 


line, precipitate Changes, a ready Vivacity in ap- 
plying Expedients to what may have diſcompoſed 
| SS * | the 
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the moſt prudential and beft concerted Meaſures : 
Prudence, Addreſs and Policy at all Conjunctures, 
to prevent any ſudden Diſorder and Contuſion, or 
Miſconduct in the inferior Officers, Vigilance and 
Dexterity to ſurprize and attack, Reſolution to 
face Pain and th, Neglect and Remiſſneſs 
in the Execution of t 
ch Obſervance of all Orders; yet the Nation, 
thus injured, WS an undoubred Right to make an 
Enquiry and cry aloud for Juſtice : To puniſh 
Men with the utmoſt Rigour is Brutality and not 
48777 But here, where the Intereſt of the Pub- 
ick is ſo greatly concerned, a too Extenſive good 
Nature, which * not Force enough to puniſh ſo 
much Evil, would not be a Virtue, but a Weak- 
neſs, which might produce the worſt of Conſe- 
quences. It is to be hoped therefore that this will 
become the Wiſdom of a Parliamentary Enquiry, 
as it is at leaſt of an equal Importance with the 
unha py Porteons's Affair; and then every thin 
will be ſeen to the Bottom: Thoſe whoſe Intere 
it is co ſtudy to throw Obſcurity over the moſt 
important Particulars, will be managed with ſo 
much Dexterity, that what they endeavour ſo art- 
fully to conceal, will be drawn from them by De- 
grees. Altered and forged Log-Books will be diſco- 
der d, by whom diflated and by whom ſuperviſed, 
zoget her with the Subornation of Evidence to ſupport 
theſe Iniquities. Nothing will eſcape the Penetra- 


: 


tion of ſuch a Scrutiny ; the Juſtice of the Nation 


will be fatisfied ; Matters will be digeſted with fo 


much Clearneſs, that the Publick will be eaſily led 


to the Truth, with Order, Perſpicuity and Bre- 
vity ; the known Partiality of Courts-Martial 
will be baffled ; the Prejudices and Paſſions of fuch 
Men, who ordinarily A& either from _ 
| an 


eir Duty, with a ſtrict and 


_— 
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and Intereſt, or falſe Gratitude and Affection will 
be triumphed over; the Innocent will be juſtified, 
the Guilty will be detected, and feel all the Ven- 
ot a parliamentary Indignation, and their 


Puniſhment, Cenſure, and Diſgrace, will ſerve as 


a laſting Monument and ſtanding Record, to deter 
others trom the like Offences. 


In the mean while a Sea Officer, an impartial 
and dilintereſted Perſon who ſaw the Conduct of 
both Fleets from the beginning to the end when 
they parted, and has * * Experience and 
Ju gment enough to be able ro diſtinguiſh their 

iſpolition, and ro make ſome proper Remarks 

n the different Motions of both, purely from 

great Deſire he has to repreſent the real Truth, 
leſt the Public ſhould be carried away by Preju- 
dice, Appearances, or Paſſions, is tempted to publiſh 
a Narrative of the Proceedings of the Fleet in the 
Mediterranean However unequal he may be to 
the Task, he ſtrictly adheres to the Truth, and 
neither exaggerates, nor extenuates the many neg- 
lects, which were too conſpicuous and notorious 
to eſcape his Obſervation, or to be conteſted: He 
only ſpeaks ſuch Truths as cannot be deny'd or 
contradicted, and adyanees nothing where Evidence 
and Conviction are wanting. The ample Proof 
and Confirmation thereof will hereatter appear, 
whenever a public Examination is made, until 
which time, tor the Veracity of what he relates, 
he appcals to the Conſcience of every Man who 
was in the Fleet: Let them be interrogated, every 
judikious Man, who thus takes the Pains to be in- 
tormed, will be thoroughly convinced of the 
Certainty and Faithfulneſs of this Relation; the 
Feeling and Sentiments of all honeſt Hearts W 


u 
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and auchorize it; and the Public will find that 
the Author has had no other Intereſt or Morive 
than to guard them againſt vulgar Prejudices, 
mean Diſſimulation, or the Artifice of baſe, de- 
ſigning Men. 


The Suſpenſion of a Vice-Admiral of the White- 
Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet, and ſending him 
home in the Sahisbury with Merchant Ships under 
her Convoy at ſo critical a Conjuncture, when his 
Experience and Knowledge might be neceſſary, 
are extraordinary Inſtances of the Power and un- 
bounded Authority of an Admiral abroad ; and 
what makes it more ſurprizing, this Vice-Admiral 
was thought to be ſo conſummate and experienced 
a Commander by his Majeſty, that the other Ad- 
miral had leave lately to come home for the Re- 
covery of his Health, and a Commiſſion was ſent 
out appointing him Commander in Chief in the 
Meliterranean ; therefore the Aſtoniſhmenrt of the 
Public is continued, that he was not in that Caſe 
kept abroad at Mahon, or where he could not do 
Harm, until the King ſhould ſignify his Pleaſure. 
Many Perſons are alarm'd, and cannot poſlibly 
judge or ſurmiſe any Cauſe for this Proceeding ; 
numberleſs and various are the Reaſons given by 


others; ſome attribute it to T'reaſon or Cowardice 


others are fooliſh enough to affirm it to be for 
holding a Correſpondence with the Enemy, or being 
in Concert with the diſaffected Perſons, who were 
to favour the Invaſion in Behalf of the Pretender; 
nothing leſs flagrant ſay they, conſidering all Cir- 
cumſtances can juſtify ſuch a new and unprecedented 
Stretch of Command in a Brother Admiral, Who 
71s known not to be governed by the Caprices of a proud 
and an uncven Temper, but has too much ag 


JS 
and Contempt of all worldly Grandeur to be agitated 
by a Guft of Paſſions or Aﬀettions in the Poſſeſſion of 
an exten/ive Command, or the Rank due to bis Merit 
(in the many Services done his Country) as Rear- 
Admiral of England, and Admiral of the White 
Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet. It has been ob- 
ſerved by the Sea Officers, that had any Part of the 
Vice-Admiral's Conduct diſpleaſed in the late Fight 
with the Spaniards, the Admiral who commanded 
was too good an Officer (for Inſtance Sir Robert 
Fohnſon's Diſiniſſion) to have ſuffered him to have 
continued his Authority after that, and in Sight 
of the Enemy, when a more general Action was 
expected every Moment: Likewiſe it has been faid 
that he did not obey immediately the Signal to 
give over chaſing the Enemy the 4. Day after 
the Battle, when they eſcaped with their lame 
Ships; tor a Frigate of twenty Guns was ſent 
after him: In ſhorr, all that we are able to gather 
from ſo many different Accounts, is the Certainty 
that theſe Gentlemen never lived in any Friendſhip 
or Harmony; whenever they met they were op- 
poſites; (but ſurely it is to be ſuppoſed that the ſupe- 
rior Admiral is a wiſe and cool-headed Man, and 
would not ſuffer private Piques, di Grudres, and 
Animo/ities to interfere with bis Majeſty's Service and 
the public Good.) And that after the Fleet got 
into Mahon Harbour, chere was a Paper War car- 
ried on between them; where it is faid, that the 
= Flag at laſt was led yl his Attachment to 


his King and Country, and in Juſtification to him- 


ſelf, ro ſpeak in very ſtrong Terms, and with roo 


little Re pet, conſidering the known Cuſtom and 
Practice at Sea, which is never to ſpeak Truth in 


Contradiction ro your ſuperior Officer, eveu it ir 


ſhould happen to be in Detence of your own un- 
ble- 


| (8) 
hlemiſhed Reputation, and abſolutely neceſſary for 
the 1 of * Majeſty's Service. Ic is 8 | 
Maxim only to ſpeak ſuch Truths. as will be 
eeable to him, otherwiſe you are never to ve 
755 ven. To conclude, either the one or the other 
it be to blame; the Superior in depriving his 
Majeſty of the Service at this Time, of ſo able and _ 
brave an Officer, or the Inferior in doing ſomething 
deſerving of this Cenſure; and until the Papers 
which have paſs'd between them are publiſhed, or 
an Enquiry can be made, we muſt ſuſpend our 
Judgment: But if we were to judge from the ſuſ- 
— 2: Gentleman's Conduct, we may ſoon hope 
to ſee him extinguiſh all Scandal, and like the Sun 
who no ſooner appears than he puts an end to the 
ſinks which a Fog has raiſed: However, it will 
be doing Juſtice to the Public and this Gentle- 
before we go any further to take a View of 
his CharaQter. | | 


We find when the late Lord Torrington who 

was a great Sea Officer, introduced him to the 
King, he was pleaſed to ſay, That he took the 
Liberty to recommend to his Majeſty's Favour one 
of the moſt able, and the beſt Quarter-deck Officers 
that ever had been bred at Sea. This has been al- 
ways the Judgment of every Sea Officer, eyen Mr. 
Leficck's Enemies (if he has any) cannot help ac- 
knowledging his great Capacity and Underſtanding: 
That he is indetatigable in his Duty, knowing, 
well qualified, and ſo perfectly acquainted with 
every Branch of the Navy; that the Difficulties 
of the greateſt Command cannot exceed the Bounds 
and Extent of his Genius. It appears, that he has 
been conſtantly employed in his Majeſty's Service 
trom his Infancy ; never any Lingrh ot Time up- 
on 


Ad 
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on the Half Pay: Conſequetttly- with no more 
than equal Taledts, he muſt — thoſe in Know- 
ledge and Experience, who have lived aſhore any 
Number of Vears, and are but newly returned 
again to retrieve What they have loſt, by a long 
Abſence from their Trade. The many rigid Try- 
als he has neceſſarily paſſed through before he ar- 
rived to the Dignity of a F "lag Othcer, prove his 
Intrepidiry, Temperance, the numberleſs Op- 
portunities he has had to treaſure up Experience, as 
well as to acquire all the Qualifications requiſite 
to the forming a good Admiral; and the many 
ſignal Proofs he has given of all che different Sorts 
o? Courage, in enterprizing, executing and in 
ſhewing himſelf ſuperior to the moſt adverſe For- 
tune, are Teſtimonies of a fertile Genius, a ready 
Hand, and true Fortitude of Mind, capable of pro- 
fitting from all ConjunEtures ; fruittul in Expe- 
dients, and wiſe, dexterous, and expeditious in 
the Application of them; a ſolid Judgment in de- 
ſcending to all the Conſequences, and penetrating 
into the whole Series of Action with their Depen- 
dence upon one another. 


Theſe great Talents, both natural and acquired, 
red him to Admiral Vernon; and he no ſooner 
joined him ar 2 than that brave Officer in 
Juice to his Merit, gave him a Commiiſion to 
wear a diſtinguiſhing Pendant, and appointed 'a 
Captain to the Boyne under him. 08 


U 


When the Fleet return'd from Carthagena to 
Port Royal, he was diſpatch'd home ita the three 
Deck-Ships, where he arriv'd at the time that the 
French and Spaniſh Squadrons were triumpiiantly 
carrying on the . pt Don Yi in as 4 
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He, therefore, as the propereſt Perſon, was ſent 
with a Reinforcement to the Aid and Aſſiſtance of 
Admiral Haddock; but when he got to Mahon, he 
found that Gentleman from an Indiſpoſition, alto- 
up incapable of commanding, with the greateſt 
art of the Fleet very ſickly and unfit for Sea; 
while the Spaniards continued to ſend, and carry 
-_ 1s" Embarkations to [taly with all imaginable 
ucceſs. 


No Time was loſt by this active Officer; and by 
great Diligence and conſtant Attendance, the Fleer 
was _— again, and many of the Ships careen'd : 
The were recover'd from the Hoſpital, 
and by e Ships Complement in Pro- 
portion, with additional help of five Hun- 
dred Soldiers from the Iſland; they were all in 2 
Condition to fail in much leſs Time than could 
have been expected: Bat it ſeems, as the Admi- 
ral's Health could not _ him to go to by 
the Intrigue of ſome Harpy and Whiſperer about 
him; indiſpoſed as he was, it was judged only ne- 
ceſſary to ſend out five or fix Sail under the Com- 
mand of a Captain : Theſe Ships were juſt upon 
failing, when the Folkfon from Marſeilles brought 
certain own 1" of the Diſpoſttion of che Ene- 
my; upon which Mr. Zefock made a proper Re- 
preſentation thereof to the Admiral, with his Opi- 
nion of the Conſequences of ſending ſo ſinall. a 
Force, which prevail'd fo far, as to cauſe a Coun- 
cil of War to be called, where it was unanimoully 
agreed, that it was requiſite for the whole Fleet 
immediately to put to Sea. 


1742 — Accordingly, the Fleet ſaibd in the 
Beginning of April 1742, under the ä 
% Ir. 
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Mr. Leflock, who ſoon after was authoriſed by his 
Majeſty to take the Command upon him. The 
Moment we appeared off Toulon, where the French 
and Spaniſh Squadrons had been ſome time after their 
Return from Italy; 2 general Alarm enſued, the 
Batteries were repair'd with grear Dili double 
man more Guns mounted, new Fortifications 
raiſed, acroſs the Harbour's Mouth, 
and all the military and neceſſary Preparations 
made, as if they immediately expected a ſudden 
Attack at that Port. 


Their Situation, Strength and For warddeſs being 
perfectly 2 7 and confidered ; then by an ex- 


all aleag well judged Diſpoſition of the 89 
r Can of Caralonia, 38 


* __ was the finiſhing Stroke put to the 
ow? Some Vettels were taken and 
eſtroyed, one of which was burnt in Sight of 
Toulon and the united Fleets; and the Embarka- 
tions then on Foot were entirel fruſtrated, diſ- 
continued, and all the Tr Magn — the 
Infant of Spain, who was to ne by Sea to 
his new Kingdom, being then - ntibes with the 
Royal G of ot Spain; found it now impracti- 
cable, and dig not attempt it, or indeed any Em- 
— he French cooianed to be under 
ions, eſpecially in Regard to their 
— Trade, which was not the leaſt of their 
Fears; and they were taught that their Policy, 
which they had ſo long practiſed in amuſing, and 
captivating other Nations with Wiles and * 
could not avail. 


The N Army that had been already tranſ- 
n into /taly, on E and under the * 
2 


of its Mi 


pearance of fu 


(1237 1 
of the combined Fleets of France and Spain, with 
ſeveral other Embarkations which ſoon afterwards 
followed, dwindled and mouldered away : 'They 
were not only very ſickly, but they deſerted by 
Thouſands, ' particularly to the Venctians, who 
gave them great Encouragement ; and thisentirely 
owing to the Care that was taken to prevent any 
Eupply, Succouror Reinforcement reaching them: 
Whereby this Army, ſo much the darling Wiſhes 
and — of the Queen of Spain, was deprived of 
all poſſible Means ot putting her Deſigns in Exe- 
cution, and forced to lie in a State of Inaction in 
daily — of more Force, the real Source 
carriage, until at laſt, inſtead of conquer- 
ing States and Dominions, it was reduced to ſo 
ſmall a Remnant, that it was neceſſitated to act on 
= defenſive, and fly from Corner to Corner ſeek- 


ing a Refuge, and leaving behind it many Inſtances 


of Diſtreſs, with more and more Deſerters ; the 
common Conſequences of a fugitive Army, with- 
out a Supply or a Recruit. 4 | 


This Diſpoſition of his Majeſty's Ships had its 
delired Effect ; it occaſioned the greateſt Alarm 
and Conſternation to both our public and private 
Enemies; at the ſame Time that it gave the greateſt 
Satisfaction and Confidence to all the King's Allies: 
"They ſaw a powerful Squadron employed in the 
moſt aſſiduous Manner, annoying the common Ene- 
wy, and aſſiſting and ſupporting them, under an 


. 


tive Leader, who had nothing more at Heart 

than the vigilant Execution of his Mafter's Com- 
mands, and the Service of his Country. Our Mer- 
chants at Leg born, who were before in a very deplo- 
Table e $6 £ were protected, and the Ap- 
ha Fleet, diſpofed of in this Manner, 

8 deterr'd 


(13) 
deterr'd the Spaniards from making any Attempt 
upon that Town, and was the Means of prefer ving 
a perfect Tranquility there. It was not long be- 
fore the King of Sardinia expreſſed his Satisfaction 
in a particular Manner, and not only ſent his royal 
Thanks to Mr. Leftock for his t Zeal, and 
theſe his Services in the Common Cauſe, but cauſed 
them to be eſented at London: And to com- 
leat this Pleaſure he * —— 5 —_ from his 

ajeſty's princi of State, congratu- 
lacing l ie bh portenity which he had had 
to ſhew his great and Abilities for his Majeſ- 
ty's Service, and acquainting him with his Majef- 
ty's entire Approbation of his Conduct in the well- 
Judged Diſpoſition he made of the Squadron for 
annoying the Enemy, and aſſiſting ſupporting 
the King's Allies. 


Such was the low, deſpicable State of the Ene- 
my, and the flouriſting Condition of the Britiſh 
Fleet, and the King's Allies, when Vice-Admiral 
Mathews arrived from England at Villa Franca the 
27th of May, and took upon him the Command of 
the Fleet. This able Gentleman, when the Eaft 
India Company, in the Year 1721, apply'd for a 
ſmall Squadron of his Majeſty's Ships in order to 
: deſtroy ſome Pirates who inteſted their Trade in 
: the EA Indies, was diſpatched on that Expedition, 
and returned home again in the Year 1724, after 
Having executed the Errand he was ſent on to ſo good 
' a Purpoſe, that the Eaſt India Directors never after- 
: terwards made any Application for any more F his Ma- 
: jelly's Ships to go into thoſe Seas to protet# their Trade. 
: He had the Reſignation to live eighteen Years a- 
ſhore, and ſee many junior Captains made Admi- 
rals; but now ſuch was the Exigency of the State, 

| and 


(14) 
end bis great Experience, that he was prevailed upon 
to go 2 and he was appointed Vice-Adulral 
+ of the Red Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet, and 
Commander in Chief in the Mediterranean. 


Mr. Zzfock, at the ſame Time, was appointed 
+ Rear-Admiral of the White Squadron of his Ma- 
jeſty's Fleet, and on the firſt of June, was ſent 
b Mr. Mathews with the Body of the Fleet to 
ſerve the Motions of the Enemy, as well as 
to intercept any Embar kation, which they might 
be poſſibly carrying on again; but "or had given 
over all Thoughts of any fuch Undertaking ; and, 
on the contrary, were preparing to force their 


Paſſage into ah by 


While the Vice-Admiral remain'd at Villa Franca 
on board the Namure, the Rear-Admiral kept the 
Sea; and, at this Time, took the Opportunity 
of viewing Hieres Raad; and having anchored 
there one ight, he found it to be a ſpacious, 
commodious, fine Bay, ſheltered every Way from 
the Wind and Sea, capable of containing the 
Royal Navy of Britain, and one of the moſt fertile 
Spots in Europe, where there was Plenty of Wood, 
Water, and every Refreſhment ; ſo good aud ſafe a 
Situation, as being at an Anchor at Heres, not above 
nine Miles from the Enemy, where every Thing 
which went in and out of the Harbour of Toulon 
. be. very eaſily diſtinguiſhed; and this Bay | 
_ of ſo great an Extent, that it was not in the Power *' 

of the French Monarchy to fortify it in ſuch a a 
Manner as to hinder our Fleet at all Times and 
Seaſons from having Recourſe to ſo good a Sanftu- | 
ary, was a painful Mortification to our public 
and private Enemies. s N 
Nen Abaut 
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About the middle of June the five Spaniſh Gal- 
leys, which had been prevented on our firſt A 
rance on the from eg Don Philip 
Rom Antibes with another Embarkation into Italy, 
now venturing to creep all along Shore in their 
Retreat back again, were imprudent enough to put 
into St. Tropez (a French Port a little to the Eaſt- 
ward of Hieres, incapable and unwilling to make 
any great Defence) imagining that being moor'd 
by the Walls of one of his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty's Sea-port Towns, defenceleſs as it was, with 
the Terror of his omni t Name, would be 2 
ſufficient Protection: But ſuch neutral Maxims 
did not now ſubſiſt; ſuch wiſe Policy was baniſh- 
ed; there are Viciſhrudes in the y-Politic, 
as in the natural; and Captain Norris of the King- 
fon, with the Oxford and Spence Sloop, did not let 
this Opportunity eſcape ; but with theſe Ships went 
into this Port and cover'd the Duke Fireſhip until 
ſhe burnt the Galleys, in which they had the 
good Fortune to deſtroy ſo many at the Expence 
of one Fireſhip; a Veſſel perhaps the beſt expended 
that ever was burnt, conlidering the Importance 
of theſe Galleys to the Enemy, and the Difficulty 
of getting more ſoon enough tor their Purpoſe at ſo 
critical a J uncture, when they ſtood moſt in need ot 
them: But, indeed, the Spaniards indiſcreerly 
mooring along Side of one another, contributed ro 
the Deitruction of them in ſo eaſy a Manner; tho 
this Oblervation is not made to diminiſh ſo glorious 
and well-executed a Piece of Service, which is 
worthy of the greateſt Applauſe, and not only 
added ro our Weight abroad, and the Support of 
his Majeſty's faithful Allies, but gave the French 
their Fears and Apprehenſions: At che ſame Time, 
that 
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in the moſt outrageous Manner, which added Fu 


5 4usY)) 
that it conyinced the Enemy that nothing would 
be left undone which was practicable, ro complear 
their Deſtruction, and the Aid and | 
of their Allies abortive. bf 96 4 | 


Phe French continued their great Complaiſance 
and Civilities ; they were too civil a Nation to 
ſhew any Reſentment; they were perfectly re- 
ſigned to the Times; Wood, Water and Retreſh- 
ments, or any Thing that was wanted in the moſt 
polite Manner were allowed us: It was not a pro- 
per Time, and their Trade was not come home: 
On the contrary, they inſulted the Diſtreſſed, and 
ridiculed the Spaniards at Toulon, on this their Lol: 


to the Fire, fomented their former Differences; 
and theſe Antipathies broke ſoon out into endleſs 
Quarrels and continual Dueling, till at laſt it was 
ordered, that a Frenchman a Spaniard ſhould 
not uſe the ſame Houſe, in order to put an End to 
theſe Broils. Though embarked in the ſame Bot- 
tom, with equally the fame Cauſe ar Heart ; yer 
to ſuch Lengrhs were theſe violent Heats and Ani- 
molities' carried between Officers of rhe higheſt 
Rank down to the loweſt of both Countries, that 
they deſpiſed and mortally hated one another, tak- 
ing all Opportunities to teſtify their Abhorrence; 
and never met on any Occaſion but when the Ser- 


* 


But from the Time that theſe Galleys were 
burnt, the French became more apprehenlive, and 
were kept in à continual Panic, inſomuch that 
one of their Trading Veſſels having ſail'd ſeon after 
from Toulon in the Morning, but meeting wich ſome 


vice they were employed on made it abſolutely 
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Accident was obliged to put back again in the 
Night; whereupon all the Fortifications were im- 
— alarmed, their Fears would not ſuffer 
them to believe her to be any thing elſe than an 
Engliþ Fireſhip, with the Fleet folſowing: Ia a 
Moment they began to fire, employed all their 
Guns, and ſunk her preſently, whereby the whole 
Crew loſt their Lives. An Argument how much 
they were over-awed and daunted by our Strength. 


ly the 2d, Admiral Mathews joined the Fleet 
oft of the Iſlands of Mieres; and after taking a near 
View of the Fleet in Toulon Harbour, which Ships 
were unrigged, we anchored the 5th of the ſame 
Month in Hieres Bay, and on the zoth following 
the Admiral returned again to Villa Franca, leave 
ing Mr. Leftock with the Charge of the Fleet off 

At this Time the People of Nice were in the 
greateſt Tribulation, for tear Don Philip ſhould 
attempt forcing his Paſſage chro' that Country, 
having already x. the Favour of paſſing 
with his Troops of the Commandant, who, con- 
ſidering the Engagement of his Maſter, could not 
well be ſo . ant. In order, therefore, to be 
the better able to oppoſe the Infant, the Admiral 
put aſhore the Minorca Detachment under the Com- 
mand of Colonel Heoke, amounting to about fi ve 
hundred Men; likewiſe aſſiſted in lending ſome 
Cannon frm the Ships to mount on Redoubts 
that had been raiſed to repulſe and deter the pa- 
niard. Moſt Part of the Summer was ſpent, and 
during the Stay of the Soldiers on Shore we ſuſ- 
tained no other Loſs than by Delertion, many of 
them having been a tedious Time abroad, they 
D looked 


|; e (180 

Jooked upon themſelves to be in a Manner baniſhed, 

and arne to get home, great Numbers were 
| to delert. | 


The Admiral came to the Fleet in the Beginning 


of 
- "of hy Ipſwich, who, with the Oxford, Panther, 
Feverfbam, and three Bomb Ketches, had been at 


that Treaty of Neutrality which had the Appro- 
bation of the Public: Defenceleſs Walls, Cannon 
Balls, Bombs, Men's Fears, Women's Tears, the 

3 of a Capital in Aſhes, are all pre- 

vailing Arguments: There is more Rhetoric in 
them, and they make more Diſpatch, than the 
wiſell Policy and Addreſs of the-ableſt Minifter, 
"who has no ſuch Expedients ready at Hand to ap- 
Ply: but muſt entirely depend on his Art of Per- 
uahon in the Oratory, and Elocution of his 


Tongue, 


The Fleet, in perfect good Order and Health, 
continued to lie at Hieres, a wholeſome Climate, 
the fineſt Centinel Box, and the beſt look-our 
Houſe in the World, where they could hear and 
ſee every Motion of the Enemy: Here the diffe- 
rent Cruizers daily reſorted after being relieved ; 
to Wood, Water, rake Proviſions on board and 
refit ; then in their Turn, according ro the Ne- 
celſity of the Time, were ſent out again. The 
Tenders alſo occaſionally came from Mahon with 
Proviſions and Stores: This conftant Sight, no 
doubt was an Hearr-breaking to our Enemies, and 
much more to the French, to experience thus daily 
one of their own Ports, in ſpite of all their Power, 
contribute ſo much to our Safety and their Diſap- 

pointmet ; 


ember at Hieres ; as alſo did Captain Martis 


' Naples and intimidated his Neapolitan Majeſty into 
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pointment ; nevertheleſs, they kept up the Shew 
of Friendſhip, and trankly ſupply d us with what- 
ever we demanded, particularly in freſh Meat for 
the few lick People, which were chiefly on board 
_ cruizing Ships that had laſt come in from a - 
Cruize. 


1742-3 Nothing of any Conſequence 
pe until Febr Siowing whte ch, 
nge and Ann Galley Fireihip were ſent to Hiace 
in Corfica, where, upon yu ring to attack the Sr. 
Ihdore, a Spaniſh Ship o War ot ſixty- four Guns 
which Ship had lain there about a Twelvemonth 
or want ol Maſts, all other Stores, and Men) and 
lending a Meflage to Captain Delage de Cuelly to 
ſurrender the Ship, they, the Moment the Meilen- 
ger put off, received a Diſcharge of all her Can - 
non, and cwo or three Broadſides paſſed : Bur as. 
the Spaniſh Captain knowing his Weakneſs goon 
this Force, had provided a great deal of Bruſh, 
and ſtowed it between Decks, intending to ſet Fire * 
to the Ship rather than be taken, ſo ſoon as ſucha © 
Defence had been made as he thought adequate to 
his Honour ; upon crying, Fire, Fire, meaning 
the Guns, the Carpenter, with his Crew, who. DD 
were * by this Bruſh for that Purpoſe, .: 
took Word of Command to be to them, and \ 
immediately ſer Fire ro the Bruſh ; by which 
Means the St. Jfdore was ſoon in a Blaze, blew A 
up, and many Men loſt their Lives, having bad no 
Time to eſcape. 


1143-—In April and May the French at Toulon | 
to call in their Men; and it is ro be hoped {. \ | 
it will not be thought an unneceſſary Digrefſion to N 
Loſerve, that they are a People whoſe war- like 
D 2 Genius N 
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Groups and Policy will always make them provide 
or every Event ; for even 'in the moſt profound 
Peace the young Officers and Guard-Marines are 
tually employed (at Breff, Toulon and Roch- 
ore) in thoſe xerciſes that are I of War, 
where they are carefully inſtructed in all the diffe- 
rent Ways of working a Ship, and learn the Struc- 
ture of Veſſels, with the different Names and U ſes 
of. all their Parts, where they are chiefly raught 
to flap attain to that Dexterity, indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary to attack and ſurprize a vigilant and ſub- 

tile Enemy: Indeed, to 


tile theſe ies Juſ- 
rice, there is nothing 


glected to awaken in 
young Perſons the Love of their Duty, and to 
ie an Emulation in them to out-do one another: 
II their Thoughts are applied to thoſe Kinds of 
Knowledge which help to rectify the Mind, habi- 
ruate it to Attention, and to acquire Penetration 
2 . Ju nent ; Hence that 8 
upercilious and volatile, as it appears in our Eyes, 
has always a ſufficient Number of regular, well. 
bred Officers to command in their Fleet upon any 


Emergency. 


- © 'Tho' theſe Exerciſes were frequent in all their 
Sea-Ports of any Conſequence, where their Officers 
_ Conſtantly reſide, and are united, converſe daily 
together, and communicate their Improvements, | 
Knowledge and Experience,to one another ; yet, 


at this Juncture, th a, ee " dili- 
gent and aſſiduous. Thirry eſſels were ed 
at on 2 their 8 z the 
| young -were dai iling in working 2 

Ship all the various N 852-5 ht; a 
formed Lines of Battle in perfect good Order, ſe- 
parated again, extended themſelves, | 


drew up in 
duo 
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Fabre, — piety fought and broke 
chro each other's Line, till one Party proved vio- 
torious, and forced the Vanquiſhed to retreat. In 
theſe lively Exerciſes their Minds are greatly im- 
ed, and Genius cultivated. The Forward and 


to give Battle, the and Incon/iderate, 
who break the Orger Flags are the inf all 


ble Means to cauſe great Diſorder and Con 
"_ 12 of Eller ho 


from too a 

= are ſlow 9 from too great a Diffi- 
dence, and want ot Foreſight, are all equally 
blameable : They ſtand corrected and reproved, and 
theſe frequent Examples cannot fail rectifying 
their Faults by Degrees; while they, who obey 
with Readineſs, and execute with Judgment, Or- 
der and Diſcipline, are confirmed in their Duty, 
by receiving the Approbation and Applauſe of their 
Superior. Surely theſe are Exerciſes worthy of 
our Imitation, equal, it not beyond that- Parr of 
our naval Inſtructions, which teems to be copied 
from theirs, and without degrading the Officers 
of the Royal Navy; they are ſuch excellent Leſ- 
ſons of Inſtruction, that many ot our * 
An from, and much more ſo the inferior 
—— — 

ugh we entire on are ſur- 
Mw. by the Sea z and a Sea-force is abſolutely 
neceſſary to protect our Trade, prevent an Inva- 
ſion, and keep our Enemies in awe ! yet no ſooner 
a Fleet is called home than the Officers are all diſ- 
perſed over the Kingdom ; and when their Coun- 


try calls them again, it is frequently the 
Caſe, tha by. lady Abſence from their Dur — ws 
of them are become i of executing the com- 


mon Duties of an Officer, much leſs where Un- 
derſtanding 


| 0 22 >! 


derftanding and Judgment are neceſſary. The 


Cauſe is obvious, many of their Friends and Rela- 
tions, whoſe Vote and Intereſt promoted them to 
be | Officers, are, perhaps, Inn-keepers, Tradeſmen, 
and /aw vulgar People, or warrant Officers may be 
Boatſwains or Carpenters, who have habicuated 
them to the meaneſt Company, and an abje&t Spi- 
rit. Idleneſs, which begers Diſcord, Eueminacy, 
Drunkenneſs, and all the Evils deſtructive of So- 
ciety, joined to their low Breeding, an illiterate 
Educatian, the Impoveriſhment of bein without 
Pay when in Commiſſion ſix or ſeven Years, and 
many other Diſcouragements, which create Po- 
verty and all its Attendants ; long Time on the 
half“ ay, the great Partiality in peaceable Times, 
that they are not employ d alternately; above all, be- 
ing perfectly eſtranged from the Knowledge of their 
Profeſſion, or any Converſation whereby they can 
poſſibly retain the leaſt Remembrance of it; all help 
to compleat their Ignorance and Folly; ſo that when 
they come to be commiſſioned again, as they poſ- 
ſeſs no Abilities which can make them uſetul, or 
able to take upon them the Charge that the Seniori- 
ty of their Commiſſion intitles them to, conſequent- 
Iy, rather than run the Riſque of loſing all their 
Subſiſtence, they are glad to reſign to live upon the 
Half-pay. New Officers are made, Who, for the 
ſent, know ſomething more of the Matter, or 
ve better, with more Life and Spirit, becauſe they 
are lately come from School, and have not yet had 
Time to fall into theſe Sinks of Idleneſs and Stu- 
pefaction: But, in the End, as they are ſubject to 
the ſame Concatenation of Incidents, the Train of 
Ignorance and Stupidity is continued; and thus 
the Nation is baffled, and provided from one Ge- 
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tion to another, with Officers equally unex 
2 and undiſciplined. * 


This Evil, ſo pernicious to the Country in 
neral, ariſes principally from the want of A 
mies properly regulated, and it is to be wondered 
that ſo conſiderable a Power in Europe, whoſe 
ſole Strength and Dependence may be ſaid to be on 
a Naval Force, ſhould not take more Care in train- 
ing un Otficers for that Service; while every other 
Nation ſhews it an Example, tho' their Situation 
and Intereſt ſtand much leſs in Need of ſuch a 
Protection. 


In the late Lord Torrington's Time, an Intro- 
duction was made to this good and excellent Pur- 

le. An Academy was eſtabliſhed at Portſmouth 
in Imitation of the French; but with this eſſential 
ditterence, that our Academy was at the Expence 
of thoſe who ſent their Children there, and theirs 
at the Kings, with a pope Governor, and all 
other Inferiors to him ; by which Regulation our 
Sea Officers ſuſtain'd a conſiderable Lots in the Vo- 
lunteers per Order, or King's Letters, being abo- 
liſhed, as they had no Opportunity ot ſendi 
their Children to Sea in his 19 4. Service, an 
could not pothbly afford the Expence of ſending 
them to the Academy: Hence, it is notorious, 
that all che Quarter-Decks, the remaining Nurſery 
for Officers, have been linking ever ſince, and now 
fallen into Rubbiſh, or any thing that can be met 
with ; and the Academy managed in this manner, 
has only ſerved to ſpoil the Underfanding, and cor- 
rupt the Heart; and as there have not been for a 
long Time above two or three young Gentlemen 
there at a time, it appears that his Majeſty's Ex- 


pence, 
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pence, particularly in a fine Building has been 
3 ; or that 4. Navy on, a A 
Foo in regard to a inary of this Kind, 
. the Warrants for Welser were 


taken away. 


| Though this Academy had been entirely at his 
Majeſty's Expence, and a Tax had been ſer a-part 
for ſo good — deſirable an End, yet without a 
proper Superentendant, it could not have anfwer'd 
the Purpoſe; for Experience teaches us that 4 
Commiſſioner of a Yard is by no means a pro 
Governor, having ſo much other Buſineſs Which 
will not admit of his Attendance on it; therefore 
it is very aſtoniſhing that a Nation which can at- 
ford a thouſand Pound a Year, to ſupport the Go- 
vernor of ſuperanuated Seamen or idiers, who 
can be of no longer Service to their Country, can- 
not afford an equivalent, or a competent S to 4 
a-Governor, able to form the Minds of You 
all the early Advances and Improvements, ſolid 
Principles, good Morals, and juſt Sentiments, ſo 
Eſſentially neceſſary towards making them great 
and Officers ih the Service of their Country, 
whoſe Safety may often depend on their Know- 
like and Jadgrmenr : Beſides, it is not every old 
Sea Officer who is capable of this Undertaking ; 
it is a peculiar A 200 form aud ripen the Ge- 
nius of Youth, to perfect their Manners and 
Voderftanding. which fe Men are Maſters of: It 
being the Duty of ſuch a Perſon at firſt to 7 * 
aſcendent, by 1 his Authority with 
able Diſcourſe, and delighting the Minds of 42 
with ingenious Turns; and to ſteal over the Hearts 
of rhoſe who ſeem to have an Averſion to Inſtruc- 
tion, there is oftentimes a Neceſſity to make — 
r jy 
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en of their Inclinations towards Pleaſure, to captivate 
ſe and inſtruct them; all Methods and Ways thould 
d, be tryed to enlighten the Mind, and to ſubdue 
re the untraftable ; dry Precepts and Maxims, Diſ- 

|; and it is neceſfary to diſguiſe them under 
Form of Pleaſure: In ſhort, it argues an Ig- 
norance of human Nature, to attempt to lead it to 
Wiſdom at once by Conſtraint and Severity; and 
we have a late Inflance of this Obſervation in the 
young Gentleman s mon his Sword upon the Go- 
vernor, or in Defiance of Orders, which the Delicacy 
of the Prepil would not let him yield to, During the 
Sprighclineſs and Heat of Vouth, there is no fixing 
the Attention of the Mind, but by amuſing it; 
and thus their Paſſions may be led into the Love 
of Virtue, and every Improvement; and Duty 
become a Diverſion, an Entertainment and Study. 


Had a Kempt born or a Leftock been re from 
the Beginning of the Academy at the Head of it, 
many 2 Mediy, an Anſon, a Bing, a Gaſcoigne, a 
Barnet, and a Griffin, would have been introduced 

into the Service: But not to tire the Reader any 
longer, it is time to return to the Narrative. 


Fourteen Xebecks loaded with Ammunition, 
Cannon, and other warlike Stores from Majorca, 
bound to any Part of Italy, where they could be 
landed for the Uſe of the Spaniſb Army, having 
got fate to Genoa in the latter End of June, Admi- 
ral Math:ws on board of the Namur, with the 
Barfleur, Norfolk, Princeſs Caroline, I, Nich and 
Revenge went there, and concluded a Treaty ; 
wherein it was ſtipulated, that the Republic, ar 

their own Expence, ſhould ſend this Cannon and 
7 Ammunition in neucral — to Cor/ica, where 
| | they 
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they were to be depoſited during the preſent W 


in ah. 


In Sg, fourteen more Xebecks with Cannon 
and Ammunition eſcaped our Cruizers, by keeping 
along the Coaſt of Barbary, and arriv'd at St. 
Lawrence, near Civita Vechia, where they were 
and afterwards conveyed to Veterbo for the 
Uſe of the Spaniſh Army, in Spite of the Endea- 
vours and Menaces of his Majeſty's Ships the Ox- 
ford, Diamond, Durſiey, and a Bomb-Ketch, which 
Ships were ſent to frighten the Holy Father into 
a Compliance of what was demanded ; who, how- 
ever, managed Matters very well, in equivocating 
and aſſerting that theſe Veſſels were unloaded by 
Compulſion; and in this manner did the Prieſt 
baffle the Engliſb Nation. 


The Guernſey cruizing off Cape de Gatte, much 
about this Time did a commendable Piece of Ser- 
vice in deſtroying two Spaniſb Privateers, one of 
which was a Ship of twenty two Guns, and one 
hundred and fifry Men, that run in under the 
Shelter of a Fort of eight 2 and the Wind 
blowing very freſh right upon the Shore, it was 
not without great Danger that Captain Corniſh beat 
ber to Pieces. This Exploit ſtruck the Privateers 
with an extraordinary panic, that for three 
Weeks or a Month after, none of them ſhowed 
their. Faces on that Coaft, or in the Gut, until 
_ preſling Orders came from Madrid to the Gover- 
nors of the different Provinces, icularly to 
him in the Neighbourhood of Gibraltar, who 
forced them out again; and from the Encourage- 
ment they met with, they became as troubleſome 
and impudent as ever. 


Since 


A - 
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Since u_ a Sort of Neutrality was conclud- 
ed; the Garriſon at Ceuta being in a ſtarving Con- 
dition, the Spaniards engaged themſelves not to 
moleſt us in the Gat, provided we would, on our 
Part, admit their Boats to paſs to and fro to Ceuta 
The commanding Sea Oſficer thought it too advan- 
tageous a Propoſal to be refuſed ; and by an Au- 
thority or Credential unknown, which not a little 
ſurprizes ſome Folks, agreed to a Truce, which 
ſaved our Ships a great deal of cruizing, and for 
ſome Time perfectly ſecured our Trade; and now 
that the Garriſon is well ſupplied again, the Spa- 
niards have lately broke this Ceſſation. 


The Merchants complain grievouſly of the In- 
— of their Trade here, but they are 
y drawn away, or blinded by the axtful In- 
finuations of their 2 who never fail in 
the Knack to repreſent Misfortunes of this Kind, 
in the Colours neceſſary to ſhow they are owing 
to the Careleſſneſs of others, rather than any 
Neglect of their own. Likewiſe the unthinking 
People of Gibraltar join with them in aſſuming 2 
very great Liberty, who — little to do, have 
Leiſure to animadvert tually on the Conduct 
of Sea- Officers, tho' their Knowledge in Sea Af - 
tairs is very ſuperficial, yet there is not one among 


them who does not decide with an Air of Suffici- 


ency and Preſumption; they talk too much, and 
n * and are vain 
enough to imagine themſelves infallible: In ſhort, 


nothing can eſcape their Cenſure, their Contumely 

and Obſervation, and the Judgments they form 

from Appearances, a Smattering in the Theory 

Part of an Officer, * Prejudices they have 
2 


ca) 
conceived, which dazzle their Eyes, are extremely 
ſtupid and ridiculous, l 


On the other Hand the Gentlemen of the Navy, 

who are puniſhed with this diſagreeable Station, 
where there is no Poſlibility of pleaſing, have daily 
experi the true Cauſes to proceed from an 
unalterable Obſtinacy and Folly in the Mafters of 
the Merchant Ships, which inconſiderate ſenſeleſs 
Men have often been warn'd of the . and 
Jay, or 

8 


bl 
earneſtly requeſted ro ſtay, perbaps a Day 
leſs, when the Orders of the Captain cruizing in 
the Gut, or thereabouts, wo have. admitted 
him to have ſeen them ſafe thro', or into Gibraltar 
Bay; nevertheleſs they have continued their Courſe 
in Contradiction to this Caution, raſhly depending 
on their own Strength, and have ſuffered; for their 
1— : In like manner the Crawley Pink was 

taken. 7 


The Situation of the Straits Mouth, with the 
many other Advantages, which the Spaniards poſ- 
ſeſs in the extent of Country to harbour theſe pil- 
as Veſſels, who are in and out in a Moment, 
all along the Shore from Cape Trafalgar to Gibral- 
tar, in Spite of all the Endeavours and Circum- 
ſpection in the Power of Man, make it morally 
impoſſible for a ſmall Number of his Majeſty's 
Ships to prevent _ of our Trade falling into 
the Enemy's Hands; eſpecially as a weſterly Wind, 
which brings our Ship's into the G often blows 
ſo hard, that no Ship can that Station: But 
tho an entire Succeſs is not to be commanded here, 
yet it is to be conteſs'd that a better Diſpoſition 
might be made — againſt theſe paltry Priva- 
reers, which would make us the more deſerving of. 
it, 
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it, and entitle the Sea-Officers to the like Benevo- 
lence and Returns of Gratitude, which our Mer- 
chants, on all Occaſions, teſtified in a conſpicuous 
Manner to Mr. Haddock, tor the Care he always 
took of their Comme 


_ never daring 


ged, it they miſs catching a Con- 
voy off Spartel, to look into Tangier Bay; but in 
Caſe the Wind ſhould be eaſterly, to fearch for 
that Protection in St. Jeremy s Bay, doubtleſs this 
Method ſtrictly adhered to, would be ot greater 
Service, and anſwer the Intention much better 
than any other that has been hitherto practiſed: 
Beſides which, there ſhould be a prudent Offi= 
cer of ſome Judgment, directed to lie con- 
ſtantly in Gibra/ter Bay, where he could receive 
the beſt 'Inrelligence, and give proper Orders to 
theſe Cruizers, which would be regulated in many 
Cafes by the Wind and Weather, the daily Oc- 
currences which happen, and the caſual Atracks of 
the Enemy. 


Tariffe, the Bee-bive, from whence they can ea- 
fily diſtinguiſh a Sail whenever ſhe comes within 
the Capes, where commonly may be ſeen Swarms 
of them at a Time, is a very inconſiderable Place; 
a ſmall Force would ſoon make a Bonfire of the 
whole Neſt, or deſtroy them efteCtually, by can- 
nonading, if landing was not thought neceſſary 

| to 
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to lay the Village in Aſhes, a much more notable 
Piece of Service, than any of our late boaſted Feats 
on the Coaſt of Catalonia - It is true, that an Ac- 
tion of this Sort would not totally ſuppreſs theſe 
pernicious Inſects, which, like Muſhrooms, are 
continually ſpringing up and making their Exit ; 
but it would bring about a long Interval from their 
Inſult, the Privateers could not fetch Breath im- 
iately, and if the Cuernſey frightened them 
ra Month in the Miſchief the did to them, by 
the ſame Parity of Reaſon, ſuch a Deſtruction a- 
mong them, would ſtrike a greater Terror, dil- 
courage new Adventurers, and keep them in an 
inceſſant Fear and Awe, in Proportion to the Im- 
rtance of the Injury done them : For which 
Leaſon this Enterprize is worth our Confiderati 
as indeed is every other where there is the 
Probability of INE Numbers, or inti- 
midating them from harbouring in ſo advantageous 
a Situation, whereby they are enabled to do us the 
Prejudice which has given an Occaſion for hideous 
Clamours and Complaints. 


The King of Sardinia having defeated the Spa- 
aiards and French ſhamefully,' who did not loſe 
leſs than eight Thouſand Men in endeavouring to 
force the Paſſes about Suſa, it was apprehended, 
that the next Attempt they made would be in the 
Country of Nice ; therefore all poſſible Prepara- 
rations were made to repulſe them, and to defend 
this Paſſage into Italy New Works were raiſed, 
others wereadded to the old, with great Repairs 
made, and the Rochefter's lower Tier Guns, and 
ſome others were mounted to the Sea Side from 
Mount Alban ; likewiſe the Barfleur and Norfolk 
ſailed from Hieres to Villa Franca, with great Part 
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of the Minorca and Gibraltar Detachments ſerving 
on board of the Fleer, in order that they might be 
in a conſtant Readineſs to be landed there, when- 
ever any Neceſſity appeared; which Ships con» 
tinued with Admiral Mathews, who had been there 
ever ſince his Return from Genoa, while Admiral 


Leftock watched the Spaniſh and French Fleets in 
Tale Harbour. 1 


All the Prudence, Penetration, Policy or Ad- 
which human Nature is capable of, could 
not have prevented the Enemy from tacilitating 
and forwarding their Deſigns and Views in Itah, 
had it not been for the Advantages that the Fleet 
from lying at Hieres, particularly in the 
Situation of that Bay, in its nearneſs to Toulon - 
It was impoſſible chat the Fleer, or indeed any 
Force ſufficient to with the combined Fleets, 
could have kepr the two fuch ſevere Win 
in ſuch extraordinary hard Gales of Wind, 
2 Seas, which were ſo frequent in theſe Gulphs: 
is of Maſts, crippling and diſabling the Fleet, 

if not loſing ſome ot the Ships, would have heen 
the Conſequence of endeavouring it: As it was, all 
the Stores which his Majeſty's Yard at Mahos 
could furniſh, barely ſupply'd the Exigencies of 
the Cruizers that were employed. Whether this 
—_—_ 1 of e Weather and 

or i ing over Maſted, eſpeciall 
thoſe of the 2 as they Ne 
tainly ſuffer the moſt, or want of Diſcretion, it 
is not an eaſy Matter to determine; but it is eaſy 
from thence to form this Judgment, that had the 
whole Fleet kept the Sea, ſuch Accidents hap- 
pened equally alike to every Ship, it would have 
taken all the Stores in his Majeſty's Yards in Eng- 
land 
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und to have kept the Fleet in good Repair: Be- 
des, the Ships muſt have been refitted after ſuch 

Cruizes, where many Men would have died 
(which Loſs could by no means have been made 
good) ſince we have experienced, that the greateſt 

ill in Phyſick cannot provide Remedies _— 
the Diſeaſes, which proceed from the ſudden Heats 
and Colds, the Inclemency of the Weather, and, 
above all, ſalt Proviſions unavoidavly ſabject 
Seamen to. At ſuch Junctures then, when Want 
bf Proviſions and Water, Sickneſs, Lofs of Mafts 
and Streſs of Weather, or any other Incidents in 
the Power of Wind and Sea to bring forth, forced 
the Fleet to go to Mabon, or to Villa Franca to 
repair; or even, when we were blown off 
che Coalt, which muſt have been often our Mif- 
fortune; in any of theſe Caſes, it would have been 
icable for the Enemy, with the Aſſiſtance of 
the French, to have put their favourite Schemes 
in Execution, and laughed at our vain, ridiculous 
Endeavoura, in ſtriving againſt theſe Impoſlibikities 
to hinder them. | 


Nothing is more obvious, than that this Bay was 
the principal Cauſe of preventing the Spaniards 
from gaining their Point, as it not only kept our 
Strength together, but preſerved it from falling 
into an inferior Force to the Enemy, and the French 
Squadron: It ſaved alſo a great Expence, and 
many Seamen's Lives to his Majeſty : It kept the 
Fleet in good Order, and conſtant Readineſs for 
ſailing ;; che Officers and Seamen fattening in a fine 
Climate, wich Indolence, and ſlumbering without 
Anxiety, enjoying all the Conveniencies and Ad- 
vantage that could poſſibly be procured in any 
Harbour, excepting that ot careening our Ships, 

| which 
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which was our only Trouble, as no great Number 
of them could be ſpared at a Time, in order to 
keep the Fleet, in general, rolerably clean, allow» 
ing tor the Force of the Toulon Fleers, the Diſtance 
from Mahon, with the Conveniency and uſual Lif- 
= made there. In this Time of Neceſſity we 
very tew clean Ships, all the three Deck Ships 
were extremely toul, ſome of them having been 
off the Ground three Years and an halt ; however, 
the Marlborough was diſpatched to Mahon, but a- 
larmed back again without being able to heave 
down; and the Barfleur was upon following her, 
had not Mr. Lefcck, conſidering the Forwardneſs 
of the Enemy, and that there was already more 
Work to be done at Mahon, than the Artihcers 
could poſſibly do at a Time, taken the Liberty to 

ſtop her. 
This was a Misfortune, and a great Extenuation 
of our Power, in the Opinion ot every Man, who 
is a Judge ot che Difference of a toul, and a clean 


Ship. 


On the contrary, from the Time that Don Philip, 
with the French Auxiliaries, had been ignomint- 


© ouſly defeated by the King of Sardinia, the French 
and Spaniards at Toulon began to fit and equip their 


Ships. | 


In September, Orders came to careen the French 


one after another; ſoon after, an Order to clean 


three at a time; and afterwards they diſparched 
no leſs than five: Then the French, whenever they 


were done, removed into the outer Baton ro make 
Room tor the Spamarts; who likewiſe carcen'd 


all 
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all their Ships, and refitted with all poſſible Ex- 
pedition. 


While theſe Preparations were going on, no- 
thing was more talk d of, nothing ſo often repeated 
in all their News Papers, than that they thould 
be out very early in the Spring, to ſink, burn and 
deſtroy our Fleet, if we did not leave the Medi- 
terranean ; but as there is little Dependence on 
what a Frenchman ſays; however, 10 much our 
Fleet wiſhed for their coming out, yet they had 
their Fears and Doubts, that all this Buſtle and 
Noiſe would prove in the End as uſual, to be 
meer French Boaſting and Hectoring, deligned ro 
amuſe the _— of Spain, and to gain more Influ- 
_ ence in the Courts of Europe, or perhaps a Strata- 

to harraſs or keep us together, in order to 
prevent the neceſſary Cruizers going out to annoy 
the Enemy, and hinder Embarkations or Supplies 
getting to [zaly ; as allo to ſtop any Aſſiſtance be- 
ing given to his Sardinian Majeſty, to put him 
in Poſſeſſion of Final, according to the 'Freaty of 
Worms. F : 


But theſe Apprehenſions were diſſipated before 
the latter End ot December, when they appeared 
to be ſo much in earneſt, that all their Ships were 
** refitted and compleated in Readineſs for 
the Sea. | 


The Spaniards conſidering their great Neceſſi- 
ties, had made an unuſual Diſpatch, having been 
obliged to make their own Cables, and a great 
deal of their Rigging; they were forced to un- 
man tour of their umalleſt Ships, which, however, 
did not compleat the Complements of the reſt, = 

they 


* ww VF ans ewe "53 aw 1 md ds 1 


(35) 
they daily expected the Number wanted from 
"Catalonia And theſe tour Ships which were to be 
left behind, at all Events, would be getting read 
to ſteal away the firſt unguarded Opportunity wi 
Embarkations to Italy. 


The French, notwithſtanding their excelleut 
Regulation of the Marine, and the _extol'd Ad- 
vantages of having Recourſe, upon every Gorey, 


to their - omg Seamen tor the equipping an 


manning a Flcet in the Twinkling ot an Eye, or 
in a ſurpriſing incredible Time, gave, at this Junc- 
ture, a Proof, that they were almoſt as flow as 
their Neighbours, and that the boaſted Value of 
their great Strength in having ſuch Numbers of 
Seamen at a Moment's Warning, is rated by Ap- 

arances, and not by Reality; tor it was mani- 
led, alter five or ſix Months trumpeting, pro- 
claiming Pains and Penalties on the Back ward and 
the Fugitives, with all the Power and Oppreſſion 
which an arbitrary King can inflift, as well as 
laying an Embargo on all their Trade (which is 
exceedingly great in the Mediterranean, eſpecially 
to and 7 Turky, that there may be ſeen near 
an hundred Sail at a Time coming troin thence 
bound to Marſeilles ; no pleaſant Sight to an Eng- 
liſhman ; but whar has Vo trequently obſerved 
fince our Fleet has lain at Hieres) they were 
forced to drag into their Service Seven Thouſand 
Men not regiſtered ; One "Thouſand of which 
were Maſters of trading Ships, and ſmall Veſlels; 
and to this ſtrait and extream Diſtreſs were 


they reduced, only to mann Sixteen Ships of the 
Line of Battle. 
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Our Cruizers were daily reſorting to Hieres ; 
the Frigates, as well as thoſe Ships ot the Line of 
Battle. Mr. Mathews himſelſ arrived in the Namur 
the 28th of December, alter fix Months Abſence 
from the Fleet; tie latter Part of u hich Time he 
had been at Turin, and was ſaluted by all the 
Ships, being now Admiral of the Blue Squ»dron 
of his Majeſty's Fleet, and Mr. lefuck Rear Ad- 
miral ot the Red Squadron. | 


15743 The 3d of January Mr. Tefcek 
hoiſted the St. George's Flag at the Foretopmaſt- 
head on board the Neptune, as did alſo Captain. 
Kewley the fame Flag at the Mizentopmaſt-head on 
board of the Bar/leur. This Gentleman was firfl 
appointed a Captain in the Tear 1116, and commanded 
4 Twenty Gun Ship for ſome Tears on the Iriſh Station, 
where, if be had not ſo gud an Opportunity to ripen 
his great Talents, and to perfet# his Juigment and 
Experience, as in Fleets, ur in the many different 
Expeditions the Royal Navy has jince that Time been 
employed on, he, however, reaped the Sweets of an 
advantageous Siation, fr m whence he was paid off, 
and continued on the Half Pay, and did nct receive a 
Comm len again till the Tear 174, when ke was 
appoinied Captain cf the Barfleur. | 


Until the 12th of Januar, we could not muſter 
up more than eighteen Ships of the Line ot Battle; 
conſequently we were under the moſt anxious A 
1 left the contederate Fleets ſhould 

urry out of Toulon, and attack us; in which, 
were we to judge from their late Conduct and dit- 
tinguiſhed Bravery, they would have certainly 
obtained a compleat Victory; but they, lackily tor 
| us, 
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let ſlip this Opportunity, and our Ships tl 
R. s 1 and Aarberg 
oined che Fleet from Mahon. No ſooner than the 
d, Febraary, did the Somerſet and Warwick arrive, 
two Ships look'd upon to be unſeryiceable, and 
repreſented co be almoſt ready to drop to Pieces, 
trom being abroad fix or ſeven Years, that were 
jut then upon ſailing for England; but on this 
preliing Occation, luckily enough countermanded. 
And the tame Day the Dragon, Captain Charles Mat- 
on, unexpectedly came to Heres, which Ship had 

en lately employed on the ſeveral Cruizes be- 
ween 7 «A and Gibraltar; and, in Conſequence of 
be Orders, was in her Tour to have cruized ſome 

ime ou Cadiz, and then proceeded to Lisbon 
where the Captain of her was ſure of the Benefit 
of eight hundred Moidores Freight Money; yet 
the Moment he heard of the Preparations of the 
Enemy, and the Likelihood of their coming out 
to Sea, he made no Heſitation. The alluring Ad- 
yantages of a Trip to Lisben, the darling W iſhes 
a the Captains in his Majeſty's Fleet, with the 


air Proſpect of catching an immenſe Fortune on a 
Station extremely envied and ſought after, did not 
weigh with him, when he found them incompatible 
with the Service of his King and Country. Bur 
from the molt diſintereſted Motive, without Or- 
ders, he, with the utmoſt 282 join'd the 
Fleet at Hieres, whereby this Gentleman may have 
poilibly loſt chat conhiderable Prize, which was 


taken by the Holebay to the Value of 3090001 - 


For at that Time he would have been on that Sta- 

tion, and the Solebay probably, either in Gibra/tar 

$9, or protecting our Trade in the Gut from the 

4 Frivateers. A Demonſtration of his great 
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reſt of his Country called him; ſuch an ardem 
Zeal, ſuch juſt and unbiaſſed Sentiments, ſo un- 
common, nay without an Example in the Navy, 
cannot but reiſe our Admiration to the higheſt 
py Br inſpire us with the moſt fervent W 1thes 
for the Welfare and Happineſs of ſo much real 
Merit, which cannot be rewarded with too much 
Diſtinction, nor public Acknowledgments. 


Captain Graves of the Maribrough, the Senior 
Captain in the Mediterranean, who had wore a 
broad Pendanr, during the Time he had been 
Abroad, and repeated Signals, as the Superior of 
the third Diviſion, and commanding in the third 
Poſt; an Officer . of approved 2 and Capa- 
city, whoſe firſt Commiſſion, as a Poſt Captain, bears 
Date January 1712-13, having been ever ſince 
employed in his Majeſty's Service, always con- 
renting himſelf with ſuch Voyages, or Services as 
his Superiors had allotted him; eſpecially on the 
late Expedition to Carthagena, when many others 
ſneak d away from their Duty to his Majefty and 
the Public, and got themſelves excuſed: He, with 
the greateſt Alacrity, went that Voyage, and be- 
haved himſelf with remarkable Bravery and Diſcre- 
tion; finding on his Arrival at Hrieres Mr. Rowley, 
(a Junior Officer) Rear Admiral of the White 
Squadron, he eee reſigned his Commiſſion, 
and went Home by Land, univerſally lamented by 
all his Officers and Ship's Company. He was not 
Mafter of that Docility and Submiſſion to continue 
ſerving under a Junior; his' Spirit was nor tamed 
enough, neither would his Senſe of Honour ſuffer 
him to be thus pliant : He therefore thought quit- 
ting the Navy the only Reſentment in his Power, 
as he could not bear the Mortification which he 
| always 
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always faithfully endeavoured not to deſerve; and 


he apprehended the Injury done to his Seniority, 
Pre-eminence and long Services, entirely ſet him 
free from all Subjection, or the leaſt Stain and Re- 
proach tor leaving the Fleet, when fo fair an Oppor- 
bunity was os ready to offer, to make known his 
further Abilities, Courage and Pretenſion to a Flag. 


The Addition of ſeven ſuch Ships gave us gu 
Spirits; and it we were diſpirited, or caſt down 
betore, we were now got into the other Extr 
exerting and detying our Enemies and their Aux» 
iliaries; a general Joy was diffuſed all over the 
Fleet, at the ſame Time that the French and Spa- 
niards did not at all like the Appearance of ſuch a 
Reintorcement ; and tho* the Enemy had received 
the Complement of Men expected from Catalonia, 
yet it was now given out that they ſhould nor ſail, 
until they had turther Orders from Court: This 
Rumour join d to that good Opinion we are always 
inclined to conceive ot ourſelves, and our invin- 
cible Armadas, with a very deſpicable one of our 
Enemy, lcd us to thatVanity ot Conceit, that they 
durſt not venture: So eaſily are we putfed up, fo 
ready are we to burſt with any kind of Proſperity. 


The French and Spaniſh Admirals came to Heres, 
and took a View ot our Fleet; Couriers were daily 
diſpatched ro Court and arriving from thence ; 
Councils of War, the Reſourſe of all conſummate and 
experienced Commanders were frequently held ; 1n one 
ot which, the Spaniſþ Officers oppoſed going to 
Sea, until they were reiutorced, when the French 
Admiral to put an End to the Debate, read his 
Matter's Orders, which were to proceed immedi- 
ately to Sea in Con junction with the Spaniſh _ 

ron, 
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| Ws and after they had begun the Action, he wah 
Girefted to deſtroy us, or to bring our Fleet into 
— 0 5 


While we were vainl' boaſting of our Strength, 
atid foolithly enough echoing aſhore, the Expect a- 
tion we had of more Ships joining us every Day 
from England; the French had Recourſe co taeir 
Accuſtomed Artifice and Policy, in undervaluing 
and extendating the Force ol our Fleet, and with 
great Art arid unwearied Induſtry, brought their 
prot deluded People io belteve that we were very 
1ticonſiderable; only a few great Ships amongſt us, 
All the reſt Frigates, infinitely diſtreſſed tor want 
of Men, Powder, and indeed every neceſlary 
Store, which was requiſite to compleat a Ship of 
War: No Stone was left unturn'd, no Lie untold; 
however fooliſh and ridiculous, that could poſſi- 
bly ſerve to enliven and animate their Men. Bur 
tho" theſe Reports were credited by the French 
with as wonderful a Facility as the Authors of ſuch 
Falſhoods told them, yet neither the Span; Ofh- 
cers, Who were equally able with the French, if 
not their Superiors, nor their Men could be im- 
poſed upon in this 1 * Manner; nay, even 
Truths well atteſted by many concurrent Circum- 
ſtances, and ſo clearly diſcern'd by any indifferent 
Perſons, that they would not admit of the leaſt 
Doubt; if told by a Frenchman, a Spaniard was 
. fure to refuſe his Belief, Truth and Falſhood, 
from that Quarter were alike regarded by the Spa- 
niard, whoſe Deteſtation was become 1nvincible, 
thro' the ill Uſage and repeated Inſults they had 
been continually receiving from the French Nation 
in general. ſince their Relidence in Toion Har- 
bour ; and. by all Accounts, joined to the many 
Civi- 
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Civilities and great Refj which, upon ev 
Occaſion, they paid to — * hoy 
caſually met with, either at Marſeilles or Toulo- 
as well as their own Converſation, they would 
have rather joined us to have tought the French, 


than engaged with them againſt us. 


The French had concerted many Projects, to an- 
an and deſtroy us, which were heartily ridiculed 
laughed at by the Spaniards ; among which 
were the Bridges that they try'd the Experiment 
of, and exerciſed with wonderful Dexterity and 
Succeſs in Toulon Harbour, when the Water was 
as ſmooth as a Pond. Theſe extraordinary Ma- 
chines reached from the Laniards of their Shrouds 
upwards, and were intended to be made Uſe of in 
boarding our Ships ; they were contrived to let 
fall in an Inſtant upon us, by which thouſands 
were to enter, to ſwallow up our ſmall Numbers, 
and thereby rake our Ships in a Trice. Another 
ſubcle Invention of Deſtruction was a Contrivance 
to let drop Boxes of Combuſtibles from their Yard 
Arms, to ſet us on Fire; Scythes very long to 
cut our Rigging, and the Nettings which they 
had heard that we had provided to catch the 
Boarders in, if they ſhould inconſiderately attempt 
this filly Stratagem. However excellent theſe 
Schemes and Devices ſeem'd to be in Speculation, 
it is hardly poſſible that ny could be executed in 
Fleers, and on Board of Ships much higher and 
loftier than thoſe from whence they were ro be 
performed; wherefore the Spaniards very Jacket» | 
ouſly contemned them as illuſive and inſignificant 
and as the Fruits and Expedients of Brains ac- 
quainted with the Theory, but altogether Strangers 


to Practice. 
G About 
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About the middle of Fanuary the Winchelſea way 
ordered off of Toulon, to obſerve the Motions of 
the combined Fleers ; and notwithſtanding the 
many hard Gales of Wind which happened berween 
that Time and the 8th of February, the Day that 
the Enemy got under Sail, 75 that Ship kept her 
Station in a moſt ſurprizing Manner; keeping con- 
tinually in Sight of the opening of Toulon Har- 
bour, i which in Marſp gave a ſignal Evi- 
dence of his Vigilance and good Conduct, which 
very juſtly * aired him the x pplauſe of the whole 

Fleet as an able Officer, in 7 695 might be placed 
Hi greateſt e and T ruſt, who might be 
entirely depended on in his indefatigable look 
out, and unwearied Purſuit of Intelligence. 


The Diamond was ſent ſome Time after to join 
with the Winche/ea in obſerving the n but 
ſhe was ſoon blown off her Station. 


1 Nexe Day after the Winchelſea failed, thi E 1 

of Fog -F, Chatham anchored under the Iſlan 

3 02 (likewiſe the Dunkirk and Nag how 

6 beſos the Fleet ſailed) who were ſta- 

a there about half Way between the 

Admiral and 85 inchelſea, in order to obſerve 

and repeat Signals from both; and as the moſt 

convenient Intercourſe for the Paſſage of all Orders 
and Intelligence. 


The latter End of this Month, by the Diligence 
of our faithful little Cruizer, we were intorm'd 
that the (French 1 had got out into the 
great Road at outer, but an hard Gale of Wind 


coming eaſterly, prevented the Spaniſh Ships from 
tollow- 


( 43 ) 
following until aWeek after : Theſe Truths were 
ſoon confirmed from the Shore; and ſtill ſome of 
the r the united Fleets would 
never come to Sea. | 


Wedneſday, Febraary 8th, at three of the Clock 
in the Afternoon, the Winche/ſca came in Sight, in 
the weſtern Paſſage oi the Bay, and made the Sig- 
nal that the combined Fleets were coming out to 
Sea; upon which the Eſſex, at an Anchor under the 
Iſland of Porguerdle, repeated the Signal, and then 
the Admiral anſwered them. Immediately after, 
the public and private Signals were made to un- 
moor with all poſſible Expedition, when the Fleet 
unmoored, hove ſhort, and lay fo all Night; being 
little Wind, the French and Spaniſh Ships came to 
an Anchor under the Land near Toulon Harbour, 
and the Oxford and Guernſey got under Sail, in 
order to lie without the Iſlands to obſerve them. 


Thurſday, February the gth, at dawn of Day, little 
Wind and almoſt i, We ſaw the Real the Spa- 
niſb Admiral, with a French Ship of War over the 
low Land ftanding off and on. Ar nine of the Clock 
the Eſſex made the Signal that the combined Fleets 
were under Sail, At ten of the Clock our Fleet 
weighed upon a little Breeze of Wind ſpringing 
up welterly ; when the Admiral for the fir Time, 
Vince he commanded in the Mediterranean, made the 
Signal for the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle one 
Ship a- head of another; and the Vice Admiral with 
his Diviſion made Said a-head, but about Noon the 
Admiral made the Signal for the Van of the Fleet 
to tack, and we continued all the reſt of the Day 

| plying to windward between the Iſlands and the 


main Land in the Bay of Heres, where there was 
G 2 Nn 0 
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not room to form a Line. At five of the Clock 
the Fleer anchor'd in the Bay, the Enemy were 
employed this Day in forming a Line of Battle in 
the beſt Order, and by hauling their Wind, they 
not only ſeemed to be ſenſible of the Advantage 
they already had in the Weather- but They, 
like able Officers of cool Heads and jolid Fudgments, 


were preparing 10 get into the wiſeff Diſpo/ttion of 


Battle in their Power, and were unwilling to make an 


ill Uſe of the Aſſitance of Providence, by making too 
much haſte to bear down Kh their Enemy in Diferder 
and Confufion. 40 | 


Friday, Febr the toth, the Fleet, at Day- 
break, 5 hed with the * Breeze, and 1 
ſeven of the Clock the Admiral having made the 
Signal for the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle 
one aſtern of the other, with a large Wind, and 
for thoſe to lead who were to lead with their Star- 
board Tacks aboad by a Wind, the Vice Admi- 
ral and his Diviſion anſwered this Signal, b 
making Sail immediately a-head ; but the litt 
Wind, with an high wettern Swell, with the un- 
accountable Impatience and Forwardneſs of many 
of the Ships in crowding and pretfing upon one ano- 
ther, whoſe unſeaſonable Eagerneſs was not to be 
held in, even by Order and Diſcipline, hindered 
the Fleet from getting our of the Bay in the Diſ- 

ition of Battle, according to the Signal abroad. 

nſtead of Obedience, the firſt Habit which a mi- 
litary Man ſhould learn, no leſs than twelve or 
fourteen Ships of the Van and the Center, with 
both their Chiefs, were got into the Southern Paſ- 
lage where there is no anchoring ; mix'd in an 
Heap, Heads and Sterns athwart, juſt upon being 
1 of one another, entirely governed and — 
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duRted by the Swell, with all their Boats endeas 
vouring ro 5 clear 5 _ — Dan- 
r, without, i any Probability of eſcaping 
T3 * than any in the Power of the Enemy 
coinflit; apleaſant Sight to them, and an anxious 
Situation _ 5 — to 9 2 the 
udgment xpectation of a Man, who depends 
| 1 Ts coming Miracles in every Exigency of 
Life, the Ships were extricated from theſe Diſh- 
— as it were, by the Intervention of the 
ity. 


We diſcovered the Enemy, the Body of their 
Fleet bearing about S. W. Diſtance four or five. 
— who ſtood towards us, ſeeming to have 
the Wind Weſterly, while what little we had was 
Eaſterly. At Noon the Boyne and Chicefter joined 
us from England, and ſaluted the Admiral. Half 
an Hour atter the Admiral made the Signal tor 
the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship 
| * _— — two ** NL he — 4 
ue at gſtaff on the Mizen Topmaſt- 
head, — fired a Gun; which Signal, by the 8th 
Article of the ſighting Inſtructions, is for him that 
commands in the 3d Poſt, and the Ships of the 
Larboard Quarter to clap by the Wind, and to 
come to their Larboard Tack; but by the gth 
Article of the failing Inſtructions, it is tor all the 
Ships of the Fleet to bring to with the Larboard 
Tack; the Admiral having brought to, the infe- 
rior Admirals repeated the Signal, and the Fleet 
brought to with the Larboard Tack ; little or no 
Wind, and the Swell driving us nearer and nearer 
the Iſland of Porquerole. At three o Clock the Ad- 


miral made the Signal for the Fleet to draw into a 
Line of Battle, one Ship abreaſt of another, and 
wich 


(46) 
with a little Air of Wind Eaſterly he ftretched 
with his Diviſion to the South-weſt-ward, the 
Vice Admiral with his Diviſion to the Weſtward 
- and the Rear Admiral with his Diviſion made all 


the Sail they could in order to extend the Fleet, 
and to form the Line of Battle. But in the Even- 
ing we were not at all regular, the Rear Admi- 
— Diviſion was led, and a great Way a- 
ſtern of the Center, and the Vice Admiral's Divi- 
ſion, neither of which, were cloſed, nor abreaſt ot 
one another. On the contrary, the Enemy's Fleet 
ſeemed to be in an excellent Diſpoſition, and great 
Order, not above the Diſtance of tour or five 
Miles, to the Number of thirty-ſix Sail, twenty- 
eight of which formed their Line, ſixteen French, 
and twelve Spaniſh, the other eight were Frigates 
and Fireſhips. The French Admiral, Monſieur de 
Court, with a White Flag at the Mizen Topmaſt- 
head was in the Center; Monlieur Gabarc:, with 
a Corner or Flag. with a Swallow Tail, was in 
the Van; and Don Navarro, the Spaniſb Admiral, 
with a Flag at the Mizen 'Topmaſt-head, on board 
of the Real, a Ship of 114 Guns, was in the Rear; 
with five of the Spaniſþ Ships ahead of him, and 
the other ſix aſtern. 


About half an Hour after it was dark, the Ad- 


hy abroad four Lights in his Fore * 
and fired eight Guns, which is the Night Signa 


tor the Fleet to bring to, the wind wardmoſt Ships 
to do it firſt, and to lie by with their Larboard 
Tacks aboard; the Fleet accordingly brought to, 
being very near the Enemy, and in Sight of them 
all Night, The Wind variable in the Eaſtern 
Quarter. 


Ha- 


SS _ — en "Ine 
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Saturday, February the 11th, when Day appear- 
ed, inſtead of being formed in any tolerable Order, 
or any Thing like a Line of Battle, the Ships were 
ſcattered, and extended wide of one another, ra- 
ther more une ven than when we brought to at 
Night, which lar from a Line never as yet 
having been formed, and the Current with the 
Wind being variable. The combined Fleets kept 
in an uniform Line, and had made Sail in good 
Order, ſtretching to the Southward, the Body of 
their Fleet Diſtance from ours ſeven or eight Miles. 
In this Diſpoſition, little Wind about, N. E. with 
a Swell, the Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to make Sail ; and we thereupon = edging down 
upon the , the Wings endeavouring their 
utmoſt by crouding Sail to get into better Order, 
and keep up with the Center. At half an Hour 
paſt ſeven ot the Clock, the Admiral made the Sig- 
nal for the Rear Admiral and his Diviſion to make 
more Sail. And at cight he alſo made the fame Signal 
for the Vice Admiral and his Diviſion ; then he made 
the Signal for theFleet to draw intoa Line of Battle, 
one Ship abreaſt of another. At nine o'Clock the 
Admiral made the Signal tor the Fleet to draw 
into a Line of Battle, one aſtern of another, with 
a large Wind, and the Rear Admiral to lead; 
and in half an Hour aſter he made the Signal ſor 
the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship 
ahead of another. 


It cannot be foreign to the Purpoſe to endeavor, 
at the Definition ot a Line of Battle, its Uſe and 
Conſtitution, by Way of Explanation to thoſe of 
our Readers that are unacquainted with the mili- 
tary Diſcipline at Sea. 

A 
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. A Lixz or BaTtTLE is the Baſis and Founda- 
tion of all Diſcipline in Sea Fights, and is univer- 
fally praiſed by all Nations that are Maſters of 
any Mower at Bos ; it has had rhe Teſt of a long 
Experience, and ſtood before the Stroke of Time, 
pure, and unalter'd, handed down by our Prede- 
ceſſors as the moſt prudential, and beſt-concerred 
Diſpoſition that can poſſibly be uſed at Sea. 


This Order conſiſts in a Fleet of Ships being ex- 
tended in a ſtrait Line, either ahead or ab one 
Ship of another; to keep as cloſe together as the 
Weather will permit, that atall Times every Ship 
may be my to ſuſtain, relieve and ſuccour one 
another: Thus the Fleet muſt move to attack, or 
receive an Enemy, in a firm Body together, as 
it were united and cemented, a ftrong Bulwark 5 
fectly formed in this Manner, which makes all its 
Motions together, not only prevents Diſorder and 
Confuſion, but it is the wiſeſt Precaution that 
Thought can ſtart, and a certain Advantage which 

ay by looked upon as the ſureſt Token of good 
ucceſs. | 


- All other Stratagems and Devices avail not; the 
moſt exalred Valour, Superiority of Force, and 
the moſt intrepid —_ TT", who fight other- 
wiſe with more Fire Order, muſt ſubmir to 
that Side where there is the mot Diſcipline in the 
Uniformity and Cloſeneſs of the Line.: How im- 
ee then, muſt che greateſt Fleet be, who is 
cartered up and down, equally incapable of ſup- 
porting itſelf, and repulſing its Enemies? Though 
Courage without Conduct, or Raſhneſs may not 
always be diſcomfitted; and Fortune, with wa 
| ne 
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Inſolence peculiar to herſelf, is ſometimes pleaſed 
to exert her Power againſt Prudence, the is, hows 
ever, foil'd in the Jong Run, and torced to yield; 
ſo true it is that the Strength of a Fleet conliſts 
not ſo much in the Number of its Ships, and the 
Bravery of their Crews, as in the Exactneſs in 
forming a Diſpoſition of Battle in this Order, and 
the Experience of bim that commanas them. 


Ic js for theſe Reaſons that fighting in a Line of 
Battle at Sea is continued to be the conſtant Prace 
tice of every Nation; a military Maxim by all 
approved, and not to be diſpenſed with upon any 
Conkideration, however ſpecious, fate and expedi- 
tious a contrary Conduct to oppoſe and deſtroy 
the Enemy, may appear in the Execution and Per- 
ormance. Hence, by the Inſtructions eſtabliſhed 
y his Majeſty in Council, the Admiral and Com- 
mander in Chief is directed to exerciſe the Shi 
under his Command, and to draw them . 
into Lines of Battle, that, by a long Courſe of 
ractice and Obedience in this their capital In- 
ruction, every Officer may become perte&, and 
acquire a thorough Knowledge, eſpecially thoſe 
who have arrived ata Command, without any o- 


ther Merit, beſides that of their Birth or Intereſt. 


Sir Jobs Norris and Admiral Vernon have been 
indefatigable in maintaining this naval Exerciſe, 
this indiſpenſable Leſſon, ſuffering no ſeaſonable 
Opportunity to eſcape, whereby the Raw and Un- 
experienced might be properly educated. 


Ir is the Duty of every Admiral commanding in 
Chief, betore he proceeds to Sea, to give every 
Captain, under his Direction, his Order of Battle, 

H Which, 
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which, by ſhe wing the Station of each Ship, no 
Ship, can miltake it, together with the failing 
and fighting Inſtruct ions, both which are ſigned 
by himſelf, and are, to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
expreſs Orders, not on any Pretence or Motive to 
be violated, [ 

.* 


Theſe Inſtrnctions are well concerted; their 
principal InjunEtion is to enforce Obedience to the 
Order of Battle, when the Signal is made by the 

Admiral, as next under the Protection of Heaven 
the Succeſs of the Fleer depends ; including Sig- 
nals as the moſt expeditious, if nor the only prac- 
ticable Method of directing the different Ships to 
keep, or endeavour their utmoſt to ger into their 
proper Station ; among many other Articles which 
tirely contribute to the Support of this Diſcipline 
and Order, it is directed, that each Ship in the 
Line of Battle ſhall keep within half a Cable's 
Length of one another, which is about ſifty Fa- 
thom ; That if his Majeſty's Fleet ſhould have 
the Wind of the Enemy, the Van ſhall ſteer with 
the Van of the Enemy's, and there to engage them; 
by which Means every Ship knows her Adverſary, 
and from the foremoſt in the Van to the Rear, 
artack them ſucceſſively : An admirable-Arrzicle to 
relerve rae Order and Diſcipline of the Fleet. 
be Prohibition is expreſſed in the ſtrongeſt Senſe 
chat Words can utter, no Room for Miſappre- 
henſion, or the leaſt Plea to evade it, that none of 
the Ships in the Fleet ſhall dare to purſue any 
mall Number of the Enemy's Ships till the main 
Body is diſabled, or run; and that no Ship ſhall 
Jeave her Station upon any Pretente whatlocver. 
No Temptation, nor Allurement of any ſudden 
Advantage to deftroy the Enemy, no Exploit, let 
Ad E is 
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be ever fo conſiderable, and well-executed, can 
extenuate the Guilt: ot Diſobedience, and this 
Breach of Diſcipline, Junior Officers are ſtrictly 
injoined to _ adhere to theſe Articles, they are not 

proper Judges, paſſive Obedience is their Duty; 
and it is the Admiral alone who holds the Power 
in his Hand that is the Judge ; therefore, without 
Orders, or Si made by him to authorize and 

juſtity a Ship's breaking the Line of Battle, it is a 
Subyerliqn of all Command, bad in its Example, 
and dreadtul in ics Conſequences. | we 


. Had the Fleet, agreeable to any of theſe Signals, 
been ever formed into a cloſe regular Line ot Bat- 
tle, either a-head or a- breaſt, one Ship of another, 
doubt leſs it would have been an eaſy Matter to 
have varied them into either, according to the 
Wind, or the Enemy's Diſpoſition; like aRank of 
Idiers, which after having been formed intoa ſtrait 
ine, ſtanding Side by Side, can, at the Word of 

turn about either a-head or a-breaſt one 

Man of another, wheeling with great Eaſe and 
Dexterity, either to the Right or Leſt; but order 
theſe Men, to the Number of twenty-eight or 
thirty, mixed and cantuſed together, to go and 
engage an Enemy ſome Diſtance off, directing them 
never to ſtop or wait tor one another, but in their 
Way thicher to form a Rank or ſtrait Live; this 
is a Thing impracticable, and aiming at an Impoſſi- 
bility. In like Manner our Fleet ſet out, and con- 
tinued their Courſe in Diſorder; and tho' ic Was 
leſs Difficult for the Center to form than the other 
two Diviſions, yet it was far from being formed, 
and cloſed conformable to Diſcipline, and the 
fighting Inſtructions ; as the Center out-ſailed he 

ings, and did not lay by Fw chem, or * 
2 [4 
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Itttle Wind; the Swell, and 4 ſufficitht Tithe for 
ſo great a Number of Ships which were to compoſe 
che Line of Battle to get into Order, no N 
can be computed to the Wings; they could not 
— any Remedy, and they ate not at all an- 
werable for the Contequences. 1 ule Fg 


* Oak which joined the Flett from Mabet, 
a Ship of ſeventy Gans, with rwo mort of eighty 
che Day before, were no ſmall Addition to out 
Strength; and in this critical Cony e ſeemed 
to be a Prediction of our future Succeſs; In ſhort 
it was very providentlal, as it were leading For- 
tune in a String; and whar made their Arrival 
more welcome, and rhe Satisfaction more gene- 
ral, was the Apprehenſion we labouted under, 
fince the combined Fleers had put to Sea, which at 
laſt became extreamly anxious and troubleſome, 
fof tear theſe Ships thould fall in with them, in 
their Way to Hieres; which Piſaſter would have 
been the difference of fix Ships to us, as the Ene- 
my would have ſpared Men enough to have tought 
them againſt us. 


At half an hour paſt ten o'Clock, the Admiral 
made the Signgl to engage the Enemy, about the 
diſtance of five or fix Miles, and kept bearin 
down in the fame Diſorder, unformed and extend- 
ed, wide one Ship of another. The French Admi- 
ral no ſooner obſerved this Signal, than he hoiſted 
his Colours, as did alſo all the French and Span 
Ships, and cruuded Sail abroad; continuing their 
Courle to the Southward with little Wind, and a 
ed ſo high, that moſt of our Ships could not 
ear their Ports up of the lower Deck. 


Beyond 
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ond all Diſpute, te, this Officer who had diſpoſed 
of Ships like an expertenced ——=— and 
N that order for Br, had it at H 
otion to deprive us of the Advantage 
Wind, and to ſecure it to himſelf; whereby 
he might "have it in his Power to make a 
0 bee had rear Depeodebce, In a 
great In at- 

- ping this he had the greateſt Proſpe of Suc- 
he had etperienced that his Ships in the ge- 
den a thies Foor ww our one, fo Li 
benefit and differetice berween toul and clean Shi 
and as we advancing down on them with a 
- curity ever 8a if we had been going to 
a certain Victory, he was determined to profit 
from this ConjunRure, Kr what would 
happen from our Impati t it would be 
impoſſible for the Rear . our Fleet to come into 


Battle: A well judged Feint to gain the Wind, 
and draw us unguarded and inconſiderately on, to 
engage at fo great a Diſadvatrage. 


Notwithſtanding there was rather leſs Wind than 
more, yet the combined Fleets ſtole aw che Su 
zingly from us; about rwo Hours after 
for Battle was take rhe following View ck 


the Britiſb Fleet. 


Admiral Mathews on board of the Namur, with 
his Diviſion compoſed the Center of the Fleet ; 
= Ships a-head of him were the Norfolk, Þrin- 

ceſſa, Somerſet, Dragon, Bedford, and cloſe a-head 
of them were the King fon and Eerwick ot the Rear 
Admiral's Divihon ; Thoſe Ships a-itern of the Ad- 
miral, were the Marlbrough, * i ſſex, 

u peri 


3 
Rupert and Royal Oak, in all thirteen Ships, which 
were all a-breaſt of che Spano Admiral, and ſe ven 
of the headmoſt of his Ships, out of, rwelve that 
compoſed the Rear of their Fleet; and according 


to our Line of Battle, ſhould have fallen to the 
Rear of our Fleet, the Vice Admiral and his Di- 


K e 


* R. r Admiral Rowley, on board gf the Barfleur, 
with his Diviſion compoſed the Van of the Fleet. 
It is neceſſary to take Notice here, that from the 
Time the Signal was made for Battle, and ſome 
Time before, unto that Time when he engaged, 
was not leſs than three Hours and a half; and tho 
he went down all the Way quartering, be did not 
ſooner get within Gun-thot of the French Admiral, 
who in great Order in the Line of Battle kept 
ſtretching to the Southward : An undoubred Teſſi- 
mony ot our great diſtance off, as well as the ge- 
neral Diſorder we were in, ſince the Signal for the 
9 of Battle, one Ship a-head of another, had 
n flying from half an hour paſt nine o Clock, 
and yet this Diviſion was neceſſitated all the Time 
to keep Sailing before the Wind: The Ships a- head 
of the Rear Admiral, were the Boyne, Obichefter, 
Naſſau, Warwick, and Sterling Caſtle, with the 
-Chaiham, a Ship of fifty Guns not in the Line; 
the three laſt Ships With the Frigate were greatly 
extended, and almoſt reached to the foremoſt Ship; 
of the Van of the Enemy's Fleet; in Courſe lett a 
Space for a great Number ot Ships between them 
and the Chic heſter, while the Rear Admiral him- 
ſelf was near being a-breaſt with the Jrench Admi- 
Tal, and the Princeſs Caroline a-ſtern of him, with 
two Frigates of fifty Guns, the Solrsbyry and 
Guernſey at a good diitance oll. . 
a | | C4 It 
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© Ir appears by the Signal for a Line of Bartle 
abroad, and this View of the Fleet, chat the Rear 
Admiral, whoſe ftraggling Diviſion reached all the 
Way from the Van of the Enemies Fleet to the 
Poder, a Spaniſh Ship in the Rear; no lefs than the 
Extention ot nineteen Ships, was, where rhe Ad- 
miral ſhould have been, a-breaſt of the French Ad- 
miral, the center of their Fleet; conſequently the 
Rear Admiral ſhould have been much further a- 
head to have been able to attack the French Chef 
' Eſcadre, the Chief in their Van; and by the 
ſame Rule the Vice Admiral ſhould have been a- 
breatt of the Spaniſh Admiral, the Chief of the 
Enemies Rear, where rhe Commander in Chief and 
the Marlbrough were; inſtead of being ſuch a great 
Way a-ſtern, thro' rhe Haſte and Expedition 
which the Center had made from him; And indeed, 
the little Wind, the Swell, and the great Proba- 
bility of a Calm made it the more dangerous, and 
improper in the Time of Action, that any of his 
Majeſty's Ships ſhould have been that diſtance off. 


* Ar one o'Clock the Admiral haled down the 
red Flag, the Signal to engage, and hoiſted rhe 
white Flag at the Foretopmait-head, the Signal ro 
give over Chace ; whereupon ſome of our Ships in 
the Van tack'd, concluding from the Weakneis of 
their Diſpoſi tion, and the Strength and Number of 
the Enemies Ships, chat this Order abroad, was 
meant as a Dire&ion to them ; bur the Rear Ad- 
miral their Chiet — to bear down, they 
alſo thought proper to follow him, as warily as 
pothible, and A tor their Inferiority. 


In 


th equal Fury on 


5 pal 125 15 : Admirals 


of breaking = Line of Battle, and Aale ro 
| ly glad to ger in 
his Station again. As the three headmoſt Then 


 4urning two or three general 
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this Diſpoſition the Admiral left off 
he French N and . 


. 55 at the Gas ime hoi 
2 7 but ept abr 


5 


N war 8 one Ship a another, 


for ve the en bore Gire&! ly down upo 
Real, with zn Intention to ith or cut 


the page Sqpadron. The Engagemen mots 


th Sides, the 
Harkroaggh attack d with great Briskneſz 
making extraordinary Fires; and the R 2 
with 11 Wang detended them; 12 with iſto 
1 N + iw, when fo Norfolk, the the Admirals 
him, pretty ſmartly f bor ut 


after 12 bh 98. 

Hour, obliged her to away o 25 1 of 
no doubt 2 e Colca?! — which S 
Real and her EE CR notwithſtandin 

warm Exerciſe againſt the Namur a Mer A 
found ſome ſpare Guns to Fire at he 
back, but to no Purpoſe; for ſhe Ley to — 


to . of them, and * 


Battle 
The Dag unthinkingly took « fnall Run after 
her, but che Captain reflecting on the Saaten 


ving Chace 
without Orders, was exconging 


5 s continued all their Sail abroad, they eicaped 
cloſed with the French, aft er Ys TRE. and re- 
iſcharges, en paſſant ; 

there then, only remain'd the Poder a- head of the 
Real, hien Ship was fired at by the Princeſſa, 
| Somer + 


ED | 
Somerſet, Dragon, Bedford, Kingston, with the Salyf- 
bury and Guernſey, two Frigates of fifty Guns, who 
kept firing, not any thing like wer being within 
Gun- ſhot, expoſing themſelves to the public Ridi- 
cule ; but; indeed, it did not become them to, 
down nearer than | the Ships in the Line of Battle, 
who kept them in Countenance 3 being mingled and 
intermixed together: in the greateſt fuſion at a 
great Diſtance off, incapable of vindicating their 
own Conduct, or giving any Account of it them- 
ſelves, much leſs in the Power of a looker on, and 
far more in Danger of one another's Shot, which 
were fired away in this wild, fantaſtical Manner than 
of the Enemy's ; nay even the Somerſet alledged, that 
ſhe received many of the Kingstons Shot, when the 
Ber wick bore down and gave the Poder Battle, be- 
coming the Britiſʒ Honour, an Officer, and an Eng- 
li Seaman. * 


The Ships aſtern of the Admiral and Marlborough 
were the Dor ſelſbire, Eſſex, Rupert, and Royal Oak, 
who kept to windward of them, trifling away their 
Powder and Shot, in a Manner more idle and inexcu- 
ſable : Theſe bold, intrepid Defenders of their Coun- 
try's Cauſe lay at a cautious Diſtance off, where not 
one of their Shot reached the Enemy, who were too 
wiſe to venture caiting many away in Return to' 
them; The Rupert, heretofore the vigilant Crui- 
zier, eager and keen to run after every unreſiſting Foe, 
an incon/iderable and defenceleſs Enemy, the Idol of the 
Merchants, the Receiver of their Munificence, and the 
Guardian Angel over their Properties, whoſe Praiſes, 
bad been wanton!y blazoned in every News Paper, —4 
out of Reach, and all Poſſibility of Danger, poured quit 
ber vain, fruitleis Fires, and bore T, eſtimony of all her 
former Puffi, Foaſts and 3 Such, O Bri- 

| | ? E / tains | 
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Lare the diſme! A s of nil tf Ge- 
= e 
K nt in a 7 e wa 
wi ny, for 4 Event of Battle. 


Heaven | js. it poſhble, that: five Sail of Spa 
who have never been uſed to conquer, Id 
ut-brave and withſtand cher Power of Thirteen 


br 


rit/h? For four Ships were not yet got up, and 
three more were gone with the French, which 
SG Ee) 


At two o'Clock the Rear Admiral got — fide 
of Monſieur de Court, where one of the French Squa- 
- dron having fired, at him, the Engagement immedi- 
a tely enſued between the two Admirals ; then the 
Prince Caroline bore down and ſeconded his Ad- 
ink But the Boyne and Chichefter, agreeable to the 
Humour which prevailed in the Britiþ Fleet, kept 
| * and plunged — Shot into the Sea. 
he Neſfau, War — Yeh the three 

. - extended Ships in th kept alſo out of the Reach 
of the Fre ind were reſolved not to go 
; 1 Gun — them, at leaſt they were more 
faving than the others, and did not throw away the 
- King's Stores, Contrary to the famed Douglas, who, 
according to Bur chett's Ave” Hiſtory, died a Martyr 
to Diſcipline, * leaving an Example behind him wor- 
thy of the great Name, in chuſing rather to be con- 
© fumed with his Ship in the Flanies, which was be- 
come paſt. Redem prion, than defert her, when he 
had go. "Orders — it.“ They. j jadiciouſly ſaw their 
8 in the Heat of Battle, yet — to Wind ward 
from it, believing it to be the only Means left tbem 
to fave themſelves, and prevent the French Squadron 


from SA up the Van in a . 
4 a 
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Undoubtedly the dreadful which would 
have otherwiſe happened from keeping in the Line of 
Battle, and ng the Enemy according to theſe 
Signals abroad, which are Orders that admit of no 
Heſitation, make this a noble Exploit, even in 
poſition to the Faculty of Obedience, the Baſis of 
military Trade, and in preferring the Safety of Nis 
Te keen [hkiplnariun compleined grievoully a 
"Tho? 2 iſciplinar ian ined grievoully at 
firſt of this Conduct, yet he ſoon changed his Opi- 
nion, and turacd from the moſt violent Reſenment 
to gentiments of the ſtrongeſt A tion 3 highly 
applauding this Diſobedience as the molt skilful Stra 
«agen to fruſtrate the Deſigns of che Enemy, in ſaving 
che Van from unavoidable Deſtruction. 


All this while the Admiral and Marlborough kept 
pouring in their Fires very faſt, upon the Span 
Admiral, who, with the Second aſtern of him, gave 
Teſtimonies of the Knowledge and Conduct of the 
moſt conſummate Commanders, in maintaining the 
Fight with inary Fierceneſs and Obſtinacy. 
The Mariborougb, armed with the Reſolution of tf 
amiable Gentleman that commanded her, and car- 
ried away in the Purfuit of Glory, forced herſelt a- 
head between the Namur and the Real, determined 
to ſave the Admiral alt er from this Prodigy of 
inceſſant Fire: dauntteſs in the midſt of Danger, in- 
Hamed with Eagerneſs to give and receive all the 
Fire; an uncommon Example truly noble and me- 
tirorious what a Pity it is, that fuck matchlefs 
Heroiſm ſhould fall a Victim? 


- The Admiral was not long before he clape upon 
-a Wind, No doubt to give the neceſſary Orders ſuna- 

Ne 10 the preſon 2 and the Dien ef both 
881 | 2 


Feels, 
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Heis, as well as having been long in the Heat of an 
ion, where eight of bis Men were killed out-right ; 
_ ſome of which were by the blowing up of a Cheſt of Musket 
- Cartridges upon the Poop. Ar 


f 1 | | 
At three o'Clock the Mar/borough*'s Main and Mi- 
zen Maſts were ſhot away, nevertheleſs, with great 
Firmneſs ſhe continued to make very good Fires upon 
the Enemy, unprotected, unaſſiſted, and deſtitute 
alone, for near two Hours together, not one Ship 
out of thoſe Numbers who were her Neighbours, in 
the Line of Battle, coming near enough to take a 
ſmall Share. Let us examine, whoſe Power it was in? 
The Anſwer is eaſy, in the Center, beyond all Con- 
tradiction. In what Manner were. thoſe Ships em- 
ployed? The Reader muſt take a View of them. 
Je Namur bad been in Battle, beſides ſhe was. the 
commanding Shipz the Norfolk, a head of her, had 
beat the Conſtant, the Spaniſh Admiral's Second out 
of the Egemyꝰs Line, and after that lay to Wind- 
ward, the Princeſſa had fired two or three Broadſides 
at the Spaniſh; Ships when they paſſed on with the 
French, and Jikewiſe at the Poder, but now lay upon 
the other Tack with her Foretop Gallant - maſt gone: 
.the Samerſel, inſtead of being the third Ship to the 
{Admiral, conſonmable to the Line of Battle, or in- 
dced now the Ship next to him, as the Noryat and 
Princeſſa lay, had, by a wonderful Regard to Diſcipline, 
And an uncommon Dexterity fought berſelf, how, or in 
what: Manner, is paſt the Comprehenſion of Mankind, 
ants the; Neightvurhord of the Rear Admiral, who, want- 
tg Alſitance very much,  ſometing © afterwards, pelted 
ſome Shot at her to come down to bis Succour, The Dra- 
ton, Bedford, Kingſtan, with the Giernſey and Sali/- 
ur were yet a barking at the Poder, while the Ber- 
«wick was engaging her like a Britzh Ship of War, . A 
| gh +23 * ; . 
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The Dor ſelſbire, Efſex, Rupert and Royal Oak, be- 
held the Mariborough's Diſtreſs with Unconcern and 
a perfect Tranquility, perſevering in flinging a 
their Shot at the Enemy's Ships a-ſtern of the Spam 
Admiral and his Second, which were not yet come 
up, or any thing like being within Gun-ſhor of them. 
Good God! what Subterfuges, or Evaſions can the 
Fertility of their Brains furniſh them with, to exte- 
nuate, or gloſs over this pretty toying away their 
Time until Night came, which denotes a Puerility 
of Mind, anda Weakneſs unpardonable. 


The Signal for the Line of Battle was flying, and 
they were better Diſciplinarians than the foremoſt 
Ships in the Van, who prudently forbore coming into 
the Line, and engaging according to the Signals a- 
broad, from the clear Foreſight they conceived, that 
the French in that Caſe would have been ſoon enabled 
to have doubled upon them, and deſtroyed all the 
Ships in the Diviſion z but here in the Center theſe 
Caſuiſts would ſooner ſuffer the Mariborougb to be 
ſacrificed than fall to Leeward of the Line; admi- 
rable Policy ; how came it at this Time to ſabſiſt ? 
becauſe their Chief in the Center was cue haled 
upon the Wind, from whence they were directed to 
take their Diſpoſition of Battle; but let theſe cool, 
conſiderate Men anſwer the Nation why they did 
not obſerve the ſame Order when he was in the Heat 
of Action? for, ſurely, there is not one among 
them, adventurous enough in Oppoſition to Demon- 
ration, and the Conviction of the whole Fleet to 
advance that they were not to Windward of him all 
that Time. . G79 4c 


«A 
* © 


irs . — —— —  —— 
L. Aus ireſhip the Ad- 
with ſuch Orders, it is to be ſuppoſed as the 
lnſtruction Book has not provided any 8 * — 
z an infinite Los, as it is the perfect Soul of 
ths, adba able, in every Situation, with the Caſt of 
an Eye to correct and reform Abuſes in it 3 to puſh 
on the Backward, the Timid and Slow, or ta recal 
the Raſh and Inconſiderate, who often, by the Heat 
ol a falſe Courage, ate inſenfibly carried on to Con- 
fuſion, are Points of the greateſt Im towards 
che conducting of a Fleet, and cannot be ſo ſuddenly 
iaſtrustedd and executed, as by the Uſe of Signals, 
W en in many Caſes, might be brought to animate, 
forbid, threaten and reproach. - | 


is ſtable. and permanent in this World: 
The 2 s. who had ſignalized herſelf from 
the „and ſoon after ſhe loſt her Maſts, 
Had: gathered- Breath again, and alone ſtood the 
Shock of all the Battle, could not perſevere thus for 
ever; ſhe now began to flachen, her Fires were nei- 
ther lJotfierce, nor 10 frequent on the oppoſte ſide, 
— — — 2 1 ſilent, ſickened, and weary, 
Tos — y ſhattered, and torn to Pieces, 
ods r — w their Slings, Main- yard 
| — the Gundel, and by ber Main- 

— * A hey Man. W muſt 

e 


1 ©) Indie debe Condition he had: Iain Santis, 
muzzied,.,wichout being able to command her any 
Way, with her Stern to our Line of Battle. 


Patol A: 


* 
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, „ Athalfan Hour paſt Four &Clock, the . 
Fireſhip made all the fail ſhe could crowd, and 
eer'd directly for the Real, who lay thus defenceleſs 
and diſabled. Here Imagination ſtartles at the 
neſs of this Enterprite, and is ſeizod and tranſ 
af the Manner in which it was to be a ſhed : 
The immediate Diſſolation of 1350 Souls, though 
Enemies, by this ſudden Incendiary, makes à ratio. 
nal Creature feel a — Pity and Humanity, 
and turn from the iolent Fury to Sentiments of 
Compaſſion. 

But cheſe Commiſſions of Deſtruction 
1 the Fi was neither 
covered nor conducted; a — — 
Kind-cannot be too well guarded with ev 
Precaution, elſe it is in vain to expect Succeſs, 
wo or three Ships a- ſtern of the Rea, who wh 
come up nearer and nearer, and were crowdi 
= dreadful agg with za ſmall Air of Wind, 

at the Anu Galley, a Diſtance, 
9 their Shot 82 her z ſhe paſt 
daringly on until about five o' Clock, when ſhe came 
within Piftol-ſhot of the Real, and then blew 
without doing Execution. Although the Reals 
treſ was ſuch that ſhe herſelf could not bring many 
Guns to bearon her, yet ſhe kept an inceſſant Volley 
of ſmall Arms firing ar her, which induced the Cap- 
tain to order the Lieutenant, Mate, Gunner with 


two Hands more to leave the Deck, while he him- 


ſelf ſtood it with a Match in his Hand and the 
Boatſwain, with the Remainder of the Crew, in all 
eleven Men, were in the Yaul along fide (the Barge | 
having not yet returned from carrying the Reſt of the ' 
Comprement on board of ſome bo of the Ships) ready . 
to 


| (64) 
to receive the Captain, and the others, who. ſteer d 
the Ship below. the Moment their important Errand 
was finiſhed, 85 


The Spaniſh Admiral, after a noble Defence, and 
giving the moſt ſignal Proofs of an invincible Bra- 
very, ſuperior to all Dangers and Difficulties, now 
un n and immoveable, in the Conſternation his 
Ship muſt be in, from che Expectation of be ing ſwal- 
lowed every Moment up in the Flames, neglected no 
Expedient in the Power of Man, to overcome the 
impending Ruin. It was all he could do to bring ſix 
or ſeven Guns of his lower Tier to bear, and aimed 
them, when ſhe was within Piſtol-ſhot, ſo ſure, that 
every one of them took Place; beſides two Guns 
that were fired afterwards ; ſo that, by this Account, 
in which the Men that were ſaved, all agree, ſhe 
muſt have ſunk before ſhe could have burnt the Real, 
had. ſhe not blown up; for they alledge, that the 
Moment before ſhe was ſinking by the Head. This 
is not all, a Launch full of Men was ſent to take her, 
which otherwiſe, muſt have happened; — 2 
If ſhe could have been kept above Water the Enemy 
would have made her fit the Mariborougb. In that 
imminent Danger, where the Real kept pouring in 
ſmall Shot, firing theſe great Guns, and the Launch 
almoſt on board of the Fireſhip, the Captain unaided, 
his Officers all drunk, 2 any — Reliance 
than his impotent ſelf, and the Support of his 
own, — . Courage, kept firi Blurderbuſſcs at 
the Launch, and, ar laſt, was reduced to the fatal 
Neceſſity of venturing to fire the Guns in the Waſte ; 
which Means, with the many Matches unwarily 
placed, Hatches unlaid, Skuttles open, Funnels un- 
capt, running down unprepared, and primed with a 
great deal of looſe Powder, through the Sottiſhneſs 
” | and 


by 
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and Stupefaftion of the Lieutenant, the other Offi- 
cers in the ſame Condition, plunged in inextricable 
Diſtreſs and Deſpair, no room for the leaſt Glimpſe 
of Hope; every Ship (excepting the Marlborough) 
and every Friend far off, the ſetting the Fireſhip 
ſo ſoon on Fire is accounted for. 


The People that were in the Vaul, aſſirm that 
ſhe did not receive any Hurt from the other Ships 
who fired at her, for they ſaw every Shot tall 
ſhort of them; that the ſeem'd to link down by 
'the Head, and blow up by the Stern, with the 
Captain, Lieutenant, Mate Gunner, and two 
Quarter-Maſters ; one of the laſt was taken up a- 
live, and lived a ſhooking 8 le about a Fort- 
night: There was only a Boy killed in the Boat 
by the Exploſion; after which the Launch endea- 
voured to rake the Yaul, bur their own Barge re- 
turning very opportunely, took her in Tow, and 
delivered her — that Banger. 


Had any Ship gone down with the Ann Call 
confidering the helpleſs Situation of the RI the 
could have run no manner of Riſque, but have 
been more than a Match for her, by raking her 
fore and aft, while the Real could not bring an 
great Number of Guns to bear, and in that Caſe 
the Fireſhip would have been protected ; not had 
the Task the underwent, and could not have mii- 
carried; and really without ſuch etjectual Mea- 
ſures agreeable to Practice, and the Conception of 
this Duty in all ics Conſequences, Attempts of this 
dangerous Kind, are not fealible but deſperate, 
building Caſtles in the Air, and defeated wich leis 
Difficulry than can be imagined. The deceaſed 
Captain Mackay, who fell thus a Sacrifice, was 

K gene- 
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generally beloved; he arrived to this ill-fated Com- 
mand, by a long Courſe of Obedience, Diligence, 
and a thorough Knowledge of his Duty, which 
was his whole Study, the Inſtruction and Example 
he gave to others; yet it has been aflerted, that 
at this Time he was extremely backward and 
flow in priming his Ship, which ſhould have been 
done before, in Readineſs at the firſt Moment's 
Warning ; and had he gone ſooner down, the En- 
terprize could not have fail'd. Inhuman, to en- 
deayour to blaſt the Memory of a Man who has ſo 
bravely loſt his Life in his Majeſty's Service; one 
ho gave ſuch Proofs that he neither feared the 
Enemy nor Death; and that in the Inſtance of 
keeping the Deck himſelt, while he ordered 
every Body elſe below, puts it beyond all Doubt, 
there was no Labour nor Danger in War, that he 
-would not have expoſed himſelt to, in Duty to his 
King and Country. 


Inconſiderate Men! he had no Orders to prime; 
conſequently could not be ready at the Time he 
was order'd down; for thoſe who are Judges will 
readi ly allow, that a Fireſhip cannot be primed in 
leſs Time than an Hour and a Halt, and to be di- 
rected upon Service before he had Authority to get 
ready for it, is enough to confound a Man: Hurry 
to diſpatch, tear of diſpleaſing, Concern to feel 
what he never had felt in all his Service, Reproots 
and Menaces, Eagerneſs and Precipitation to exe- 
cute, all help, upon ſuch an Occaſion, to excite a 
Gutt of Pattons, with which the Conflict mult be 
violent, and the Succeſs uncertain. He, poor Man, 
was forced to go down priming all the Way thi- 
ther, and it is evident he had rot the leaſt Aſſiſ- 
tance; tor to ſevere was his Neceſſity, that he was 

obliged 
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obliged to ſend his own Boat away with his 
— ip which did not return before the unhappy 


To deſtroy Calumny, or to expoſe the empt 
Speeches of Vanity — 8 who _ 4 
the leaſt Pretence to blacken others in their own 
Vindication, is due to Merit under Perſecution, 
and the more that this Merit has bid us an eter 
adieu; and it is to be hoped that a Juſtice of this 
Sort will not be thought any Interruption to our 
Relation. It often happens that Men, when they 
commit Faults in an exalted Station, when they 
ſuffer themſelves, by their Negligence, to be ſur- 
prized by an Enemy, or their Meaſures are fru- 
ſtrated and di ſconcerted, the Credit, Cabals of their 
Friends, their Swarms ot Creatures cover all; the 
Loſſes they occation are connived at and diſguiſed, 
or thrown upon ſubaltern Officers: The Truth ne- 
ver pierces the Cloud, torm'd by the Authority of 
the Great, and the Flattery of their Slaves. 


This was a narrow Eſcape, an happy Deliverance 
to the Rea/; her Boats were ſeen to rake Men up 
all round her, whoſe Hearts and Reſolutions hav- 
ing tail'd them, in the moſt terrible Apprehenſions 
that Men can labour under; hai abandoned their 
Ship by throwing themielves overboard. 


The Rear Admiral, and his Second, the Princeſs 
Caroline, had been engaged very warmly above an 
Hour; That nothing might be litt undone, no 
Skill nor Dexterity unexecuted tor the Deſtruction 
ot the Enemy, the Barſleur very politically cur 
away her Lee-Anchors. The Boyne and Chic heſter 
neither hurt the Enemy nor received any them- 

| K 2 tel. es: 
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ſelves; the other Ships in the Van, as has been 


obſerved, ſeeing into Conſequences, prudently kept 
their Wind. | 


The French Admiral, whoſe Ships only a few 
of them fired, being unwilling, in theſe Circum- 
ſtances, to expend Ammunition unneceflarily, 
deſcrying Don Navarro to be 1n imminent Danger ; 
the Center and Rear of our Fleet at the diſtance 
he was of, appeared to be pretty well cloſed to- 
gether ; he could only tell ſeven of our Ships in 
the Van, where he had himſelf nineteen, includs 
ing the three Spaniſb Ships, but could not make a 
proper Uſe of them, as we kept to Windward. 
The remaining twenty-one of our Fleet of the 
Line, with the fifty Gun Ships, he apprehended 
were perfecting the Deſtruction of the Spaniſb 
Squadron; heretofore the Engliſh were not accul- 
romed to trifle away their Time in making in- 
ellectual diſtant Fires; a terrible Fire and Smoke, 
a continual roaring of Cannon, with all the Indi- 
cations of a diretul Defeat, preſented themſelves 
to his Mind ; he theretore made fail, and racked 
with his whole Fleet in the fineſt Diſpoſition and 
Order, doubling upon our Rear Admiral, who, 
with the greateſt Precipitation, got upon the other 
tack, making Signals tor his Divition to tollow 
him; ſome of which tack'd, others wore, juſt as 
the little Wind and the Swell, ftill predominant 
would let them. x 


In this State, the French Squadron had it in 
their Power, by their great Superiority, to over- 
throw our Van; but they ranged within Piſtol 
Shot of four or five of them, where they could 
have raked them tore and att, and did not Fire 

: one 
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one Shot. The Redemption of their Rear in the 
deſperate Situation they ſeem'd to be then in, was 
the important Cauſe in View, and any Inrerrup- 
tion to that, let the Bait be ever fo alluring, was 
not to be regarded, or put in Competition with it: 
To ſubdue our Van, while their Rear was van- 
uiſhed, could be no Incicement to an eminent 
ſficer, truly ſenſible of the thorough Diſtreſs of 
his Maſter's Friends and Allies combined in one 
Fleet together; whereas the reſcuing them would 
not only acquire him Glory, but, by attacking us 
in the Diſorder we were in, would likewiſe give 
him great Advantages over us. In ſhort, the Cer- 
tainty ot diſengaging the Spaniſb Admiral, with 
the Proſpect of ſtriking a general pannic, con- 
founding, diſmaying, or increaſing our Confuſion 
in the perplexed Manner our Van und Center would 
be mixed, were Preſages of a Victory, and Points 
of more Moment than to be outweighed by the 
other Contideration. In this Confuſion where there 
was neither Diſcipline nor Command, the Fireſhip's 
Miſcarriage, our Van running to join our Center on 
the oppolite Tack to the Line of Battle; the French 
doubling upon them, and coming in great Order; 
the Rear of our Fleet not yet cloſed with the Cen- 
ter, the Dunkirk and Cambridge ot that Diviſion 
tollowing the Example of their Neighbours a-head 
of them in throwing away their Shot; the Vice 
Admiral having try'd to reach the ſternmoſt Ship 
of the Spaniſh Squadron, bur could nor, and thar 
Ship wiſely kept upon the ſheer from him, made 
ſail, and went better under her Topfails than he 
could do with all his Sail ſet; as did every one of 
theſe Ships keep edging away from our Rear, and 
crouded up to the Relief of their Admiral, like 
Officers ot Judgment and Men of —— 
new 
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knew what to do; whoſe Minds were fixed upon 
what was their immediate Duty. In this univerſal 
Terror, where every Body being poſſeſſed by 
Fears, had renou the Duties of their Office, 
or entirely ignorant of it; in a perfect Maze, in- 

ble of Direction, but as it were, receiving 
Orders trom their Apprehenſions, we were no lon- 
ger the intrepid Britons, Maſters of the Sea that 
we uſed to be; the Courage and Wiſdom of our 
Fleet ſeem'd to be gone over to the Enemy. The 
Admiral hawled down the Signal to engage the 
Enemy, likewiſe the Signal for the Line of Battle 
one Ship a-head of anorher, and made the Signal 
to give over Chace. At halt an Hour paſt five 
o'Clock, the Admiral made the Signal again tor 
the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle one Ship 
a-head of another ; and hawled down the Signal 
to give over Chace: At that Time it was hegin- 
ning to be duskiſh, very little Wind with the 
Swell ſtill up, and the Ships had hardly _— 
Way, or could be commanded ; unqueſtionably 


then the Signal was made in order to collect the 


Fleet out ot the Confuſion they were in, into a 
2 proper Diſpoſition of Battle, in Defence of any 
Attack from the French, who were now almoſt at 
Hand to Windward, but bearing down to deliver 
the Spaniſh Squadron. The Admiral in wearing his 
Ship to ſtand the other Way to form the Line of 
Battle, neared the Enemy, as he did not think 
= to rack; which in that Caſe would have 

ed like flying, and been an Indignity to his 


Flag. The Ships in the Rear, almoit dark kept 


firing, the Admiral fired alſo ; the Marlborough by 
this Time had get ſome what out of the Way; the 
Derſeiſbire ventured a little nearer without injuring 
he ſell much, or annoying the Enemy. The Eſſex, 

Nen Rupert, 
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Rupert, Royal Oak, join'd with the Da»kirk and 
Cambridge, made excellent Fires at a Diſtance, with 
equal Ry and Safety, as it they had been 
ſcowring all along the Coaſt of Catalonia, and fir- 
ing at Fiſhing and Market- Boats. Night, continual 
Flaſhes, and violent Reports of Guns, made it 
appear very horrible, but in che Conſequences al- 
together inſignificant, only the Expence of fo 
much more Ammunition, which convinced the 
Enemy we had enough of it to ſpare, without one 
Man being killed that we have heard of. 


The Poder of ſixty- four Guns, and ſix hundred 
Men, after a ſtout and vigorous Reſiſtance, where- 
by ſhe loſt her Main-maſt and Foretop-maſt ſtruck 
to the Berwick; ſeveral Officers boarded her, 
claiming the Honour that they had not merited 
bur the Captain pointed the Ship out tro whom he 
had ſubmitted, and when he found her to be the 
Berwick, he delivered his Sword to her Lieutenan 

roteſting to him at the ſame Time, that he 

ld the others in the greateſt Contempt, and had 
not ſhe come down, his Honour would have never 
ſutkered him to ſtrike the Span; Colours to them. 
The French approaching very near, the Berwick 
had not more Time than to take our the Captain 
with ſome of the other Officers, and precipitately 
left behind, her Fourth Lieutenant and about 
twenty Men. This firing in the Night ſoon ceaſed, 
and well it was, that want of Light ſeparated 
both Fleets. 


If a Fleet cr an Army ſets out in Diſorder, goes on in 
Dljorder, begins an Attack in Diſorder, divided and 
incapable of |ucconring one anther, a ſmall Oppoſition 


will increaſe it, or make it general and baffle every 
Attenipt. 
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Attempt. To fall into Danger for want of Fore/ight 
is of worſe Conſequences than 27 an Advantage 
bro Diffidence ; and both theſe Faults, tho of a 
contrary Nature, ſpring from the ſame Root, which is 
want of Fudgment and Experience. It is in vain 
that a Leader in Diſorder and Confuſion, ſhews an 
Example and fights himſelf ; his Endeavours to ani- 
mate, his Reproaches, Threats and Orders, while it 
continues, no Body can obſerve, regard, or under- 
fand. Courage alone is WH uftcient to ſupply all the 
Duties of an Admiral or General; whoever depends 
on that merely, will find himſelf for ever foil d; 
neither is it good to deſpiſe an Enemy overmuch, for 
the ill Conſequences of that are numberleſs in Hiſtory 
and daily Practice. In Order and Diſcipline lye the 
whole _ of the military Art; theſe begun, conti- 
nued, and ended, will apply and execute feu Expe- 
dients inſucceſsfully, and accompliſh great Deſigns be- 
coming the Honour of the Nation, but without them 
Courage and Strength avail littie; inſtead f being 
able to cope with an Equal, or to attack and deftroy a 
diminutive Enemy, they will be ſoon reduced to ſuch 
A Condition, as to be able neither to ſerve their Coun- 
try nor defend themſelves. 


Thewhole Amount of this Fight is, that the Center 
conſiſting of 11 Ships with the Lerwick and King ſton, 
beſides two fifty Gun Ships, were able to dettroy the 
whole Spaniſb Squadron, much more fo, as three of 
thoſe Ships went with the French, and tour of the 
@ ſternmoſt did not get up to cloſe with their Admiral 
before it was duskith, long after the Fireſhip's 
Misfortune ; ſo that the whole Afternoon, there 
were only five, out ot which the Conſtant was beat 
away in leſs than an Hour; what then thirteen 
Ships could be doing from half an Hour paſt * 
5 0 
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of the Clock till paſt five, no leſs than four Hours, 
and theſe Ships not taken, burnt and —4 ww 
the Queſtion which behoves them ro anſwer : Bur 
here we declare lies the Neglect; for if the ho- 
nourable Admiral had not thought himſelf power- 
ful enough with ſuch a Force, he would have had 
the Prudence and Patience to have forborn engag- 
ing, until the Rear of our Fleet had come up, and 
_ ready at Hand to ſuccour and ſupport the 

ter. | 


It does not 2 that any of the Center engaged 
within a point-blank Mark, excepting the Namur, 
Marlborough, Norfolk and Berwick ; tis true they 
fired as many Shot as the others; but where, and 
how, what Damage did they do the Enemy, or 
receive themſelyes? And there is not one among 
them can ſay, they had it not in their Power to 
attack ; they were to windward, and up with them 
from the beginning, only wanting to bear away to 
a proper Diſtance; and there was the Fireſhip to 
ſtrike a panic withal: In that Caſe, all other 
Aſſiſtance was ſuperfluous, tor there were more 
Ships already than could come to engage ſo ſmall 
a Number; and if the ſternmoſt at Night eſcap'd 
our Rear by outſailing them, till after tour Hours 
to diſpatch Buſineſs in, there were with the Dun- 
kirk and Cambridge then far enough a-head, after 
the Signal was made to give over Chace, fifteen 
Sail to nine, even including the whole; the Poder 
who had ſtruck, the Real * dilabled, and 
the Conflant beat out of their Line. 


lf the Apprehenſions of breaking the Line of 
Battle was the Motive which hindered the Center 
from going near enough to attack the 9 

tho 
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tho' a Line was never formed, yet it is certain 
that the Signal was kept abr while the Van 
was left expoſed to nineteen Ships of the Enemy, 
not ſo much as directed to keep their Wind from 
that Superiority, at the ſame Time that the Center 
fell upon their Rear, the Span; Squadron and our 
Rear with very little Wind was a great diſtance 
off a- ſtern, ſurely the Signal had been better haled 
down ; for in that Caſe it ſeemed to ſerve no other 
Purpoſe than as a Bugbear to intimidate our Ships 
from going within Gunthot of the Enemy ; and as 
to Diſcipline in the order of a Line ot Bactle, all 
that was iorgone when the Center bore away and 


attacked the Rear of the Enemy. 
The Method at Sea of giving Orders, which 


require an inſtant Execution, or amending any 
_ Diſorder, more eſpecially in the Heat of Battle, 
that may diſcompoſe Mcatures the moſt conſiderate 
and wiſe, 1s by Signals, which are thrown abroad 
in a Moment: Our Signal Book at preſent, has 
been found by conſtant Practice in many neceſſary 
Points to be defective and inſufficient. No Per- 
formance can ever come ſo near to Perfection; but 
oy 1 of Time it is diſcover'd, that it would 
it of ſome Addition, which might ſtrengthen, 
give a Luſtre, or ſupply new Matter to obviate the 
miſſions, which the Depravity of human Nature 
ſubjects Mankind to. Men in the higheſt Stations 
at Sea, will not deny but what our failing and 
fighting Inſtructions might be amended, and many 
ded to them, which by every Day's Experience 
are found to be abſolutely neceſſary. Tho' this 
Truth is univerſally acknowledged, and the Neceſ- 
ſity of the Royal Navy very urgent, yet ſince the 
Inſtitution of theſe Signals, nothing has been ad- 


ded 
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ded to them, excepting the chaſing Si excel- 
lent in their Kind, by the Right Honorable Sir 
F—- N—-- Not but that every Admiral has Au- 
thority to make any Additions, or give ſuch Si 
nals to the Captains under his Command as he ſhall 
judge proper, which are only expeditional. Upon 
many Emergencies, our Signals at this 12 
proved to be very barren; there was no ſuch Si 
nal in the Book, expreiſing an Order, when 
Admiral would have the Ships to come to a cloſer 
Engagement than when they begun ; after what 
has been obſerved, it is unneceſſary now to repeat 
the great Neceſſity and Occaſion there were for it, 
as Boats in many Caſes, beſides their Delay and 
Hindrance could not always pertorm that Duty. 


Mr. Y——, that provident great Admiral, who 
never ſuffered any uſetul Precaution to eſcape him, 
concerted ſome Signals for ſo good a Purpoſe, 
wiſely foreſeeing their Uſe and Neceſſity, giving 
them to the Captains of the Squadron under his 
Command. And left his Vigilance ſhould be ſome- 
time or other ſurprized by an _—_— or the Exi- 
gency of his Maſter's Service ſhou require him 
to attack, or repulſe in the Night. He appointed 
Signals for the Line of Battle, engaging, chaſing, 
leaving off Chace, with many others altogether 
new, excellent and ſerviceable, which thew his 
Judgment, Abilities, and Zeal. The Author takes 
the Liberty to print them tor the Improvement 
of his Brethren, who, it they take the Pains ro 
peruſe them, will receive Benefit and Inſtruction. 


There was little Wind all Night, variable, and 
ſometimes calm; the Fleet ſtood in ſhore, leavi 
the Marlborough under the Care of the Salisbury and 


Feverſham, not without general Fear, that ſhe would 
L 2 be 
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be burnt, ſimk or taken; but inthe Morning, we had 
the Pleaſure to ſee her ſafe, to the great Joy 
and Satisfaction of the whole Fleet, and her own 
Ship's Company, who had laboured under the moſt 
terrible'Apprehenſions all Night. 


Sunday, February the 12th, the Namur's Maſts 
having received ſome Damage, at Day-light the Ad- 
miral's Flag appeared to have been hoiſted on board 
of the Ruſſel; ſaw the Enemy in the S. V. Quarter 
Diſtance four or five Leagues, and the Somerſet having 
been wandering in the Night, ſomething like her 
Knight Erranty of Yeſterday, fell in with one of the 
Spaniſh Squadron in the Morning, and exchanged 
ſome Shot with her, - without loſing more than two 
Men in both Battles of Yeſterday and to Day. Little 
Wind about N. E. the Fleet bearing down upon the 
Enemy, and ſoon met the Somer/et in their Way. 
At nine o'Clock the Vice Admiral made the Signal 
For his Squadron to give Chace to the S. V. and croud- 
ed ſail a- head. At eleven o Clock the Admiral made 
the Signal for the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle 
one Ship a- breaſt of another. All this Day kept 
forming into a Line according to the Signal, and go- 
ing down upon the Enemy, who was going before 
the Wind. About five *oClock we got into perfect 
Order and Diſpoſition, fit to give and reccive Battle, 
ſeeming determined to make a good and proper Uſe 
of our aging 2 and the Aſſiſtance trom our ſetting 
out, which, Heaven had continued to us; that Power, 
Succels and Proſperity of a Fleet or an Army, which 
depends entirely upon the Wiſdom of good Diſcipline, 
and the Conduct of the Leader, particularly in 
tlic ſteady Execution of its Rules, and his own ſtrict 
Obſervance of them, now cheer'd the Heart, and 
ſtrengthen'd the Hands of every Individual ; every 

Man 


e 


Man ſaying to himſelt, never to commit a Fault 1s 
above the Force of human Nature; but to learn, and 
improve by the Faults we have committed, is that 
which becomes a good and prudent Man: Experi- 
ence enlightens the Mind, rectifies our Faults by 
Degrees, tames Violence and Impetuoſity, and we 
are often compePd to conform by Danger and Ne- 
ceſſity ; there was no reſiſting the Impulſe of Yeſter- 
day's Leſſon, which taught us to give ourſelves wholly 
up to the Method and Practice of our Forefathers 
in attacking and keeping in that Order of Battle, 
with which our Superiority could not fail to bring on 
the Deſtruction of the Enemy. Charles XII. at; laſt 
taught the Czar of Muſcovy how to beat him. 


The confederate Fleets ſaw our Strength as it were 
united and cemented in its proper Efficacy to be in- 
invincible ; they trembled and were confounded, 
the exact Practice of Order and military Diſcipline 
had forſaken them, they were diſmayed, and did 
not ſeem to know what it was: The Irregularity and 
Confuſion of the Bri Fleet had overtaken them ; 
we had eſpouſed their Maxims, while they, in the 
Panic of their Hearts, had degenerated into ours, 
with this material Difference, they were ſenſible of 
their own Weakneſs, inſtead of running headlong to 
attack, or N for our coming down, they ke 
away from us, fluftuating and dividing in all their 
Motions, like Men whoſe Minds are filled with 
Fears, and cannot come to any Reſolution. The 
Spaniſh Squadron was a-head and to Leeward of the 
French, tour of their Ships were diſabled, among 
which was the Real, their Admiral, whoſe Flag was 
ſtill lying without a Topmaſt on End, or a Yard 
a-croſs, in Tow of a large Ship, ſuppoſed to be the 
Jſabella. 

At 
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At half an Hour paſt five o'Clock the Fleet brought 
to with the ſtarboad Tack on board, a fine Evening, 
little Wind in the N. E. Quarter, the Enemy bear- 
ing S. W. B. W. fix Miles. In our Courſe this Af- 
ternoon the Enemy having deſerted the Poger, the 
Spaniſh Ship that had ſtruck Yeſterday, but in the 
Evening had been retaken by the Appearance ot the 
French Fleet, the Eſex was ſent to burn her, whoſe 
People found her already on Fire, and kindled a bet- 
ter ; ſhe burnt about an Hour, and at nine o'C.cock 
at Night blew up in ſight of both Fleets, each ima- 
gining the Exploit to be their own handy Work. In 
the Morning the Marlhorough had been ſent to Mahon 
under the Protection of the Oxford; and in the Even- 
ing the Burford arrived from England and fell into 
her Station in the Line of Battle, which Ship havin 
been at Hieres in ſearch of the Fleet, obſerving vel⸗ 
terday a great Smoak aſcend in the Offing, concluded 
from thence that both Fleets muſt be engaged, and 
got under fail immediately, leaving her Boat behind, 
which had been ſent on ſhore for Intelligence. 


Our Advantages were conſpicuous and many, even 
admitting that the Day before, the Force of both 
Fleets had been equal. We had only loſt the Uſe of 
the Marlborough, in lieu of which the Burford very 
opportunely came, inferior no more than twenty 
Guns, all the other Ships were as able as ever to en- 
.gage the Enemy. On their ſide, the Poder had been 
burnt, with the four Ships which we had oblerved to 
be diſabled and incapable of making any Defence, much 
leis of giving Battle, eſpecially the Real, their capi- 
tal Ship, and, indeed, that of the World, who had 
been ſo well prepared and fortified in the moſt extra- 
dinary ſurpriſing Manner, that they had the greateſt 
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Dependence on her; Officers and Seamen, all of 
them, on this prodigious Bulwark had 8 their 
Hopes of Victory; ſuch a melancholy Proſpect could 
not but diſhearten ; ſuch a Change could not fail to 
throw the moſt darirg into a Conſternation; how- 
ever, we put off our Joy till next Day; we, with 
great Circumſpection, ſtopt running nearer to a cer- 
tain Victory, and keeping in fight of them, tho? to 
Windward in one of the fineſt Moon-light Nights 
that ever was ſeen ; we thought ourſelves ſure of the 
Purchaſe ſo ſoon as Day-light appeared; and that 
then we ſhould attain to the Height of all our Wiſhes. 
It ſeem'd to be impoſſible for their crippled Ships to 
eſcape, and from all Circumſtances our Conqueſt was 
ſecure and eaſy to be compleated : But junior Officers 
are not Judges, they cannot diſtinguiſh what is neceſſary 
10 bring a great De/ign to an bappy Iſſue their Study 18 
to obey, and it is not all incumbent on them, either to 
provide, and judge well of the preſent, or to have a clear 
Foreſight of Things to come; Advantages loft through 
Diffidence or Raſhneſs do not concern them 3 they are not 
accountable—Paſſive Obedience is their only and ultimate 
Duty, every other is ſubmitted to the Superior alone. 


In this Exceſs of a ſure Victory, we were lulled 
faſt aſleep laying to, while the Enemy wiſely took 
the Advantage, to free themſelves from the Danger 
of being obliged to renew a Fight, where they could 
not but expect to be defeated, in making Uſe of the 
Night to retire with all the Precipitation that their 
Condition would permit; what elſe could they do? 
They had engaged us, according to their peremptory 
Orders, — ſuperior or inferior; and it is cer- 
rain, that their Conduct all- along from our firſt Meet- 
ing, to the Time that they did. ſhewed it to be their 


real Pclign'; but now finding the Superiority to be 
| lo 
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t, the moſt prudent Courſe they could poſſibly 
take was to make the utmoſt Expedition out of our 


Sight to fave their Fleet. 


ſo grea 


Monday, Frebruary the 13th, the Wind Norther- 
ly, at half an Hour paſt two o'Clock in the Morn- 
ing, the Admiral fired Ten Guns, which is the Signal 
to make fail; a ſufficient Alarm to the Enemy if 
within hearing; and the Fleet continued their Courſe 
to the Weſtward with a freſh Gale of Wind. At Day- 
break we could diſcern nothing of the Enemy, they 
had made the beſt Uſe of their Time. But ſoon after, 
the Vice Admiral made the Signal for ſeeing above 
twenty Sail of them bearing W. S. W. of us. At ſeven 
o Clock, the Admiral hoiſted a Flag ſtriped red and 
white on the Flagſtaff at the Foretopmaſt- head, and 
ſired a Gun, which Signal, by the 13th Article of 
the fighting Inſtructions, is for the Vice Admiral and 
his Diviſion to draw into a Line of Battle a- head of 
one another; but by the 14th Article of the ſailing 
Inſtruftions, it is for the Vice Admiral to ſend Ships 
to chace; whereupon the Vice Admiral repeated 
the ſame Signal, and with his Diviſion in the Line of 
Battle one Ship a-head of another, gave Chace a- 
head, At eight o' Clock, the Admiral made the 
Signal for the Ships to Windward to bear down into 
his Wake: And at nine o'Clock'he made the unfor- 
zunale Signal to give over Chace, which the Vice Ad- 
miral anſwered by ſhortening ſail; and the Enemy 
ſoon after got out of ſight with all their lame Ships. 
At ten o Clock the Wind came to the Eaſtward, a 
8 Wind to give Chace, without ſtraining our Malts; 

ut tho” it continued fo, the Fleet lay by all that Day, 
and next Night. 0 e Py | 
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On Tueſday the 15th, made Cape St. Sebaſtian, 
then bore away for Minorca, and ſaw the Iſland the 
17th, when the Sutherland Hoſpital Ship was diſ- 
tched into Mabon Harbour with the wounded 
„ 6 . . 


In this Month we bore away twice more to Minorca, 
which, it we had not been ſo unlucky as to do, we 
ſhould have got to Hieres, where « was judged we 
were bound, and thereby eſcaped an hard Gale of 
Wind, in which moſt of the Ships weregreatly diſabled, 
by loſing their Maſts, falling on habe of one another, 
throꝰ theMifapprehenſion of Signals, as well as ſome of 
them very near aſhore in the Night in a Storm of 9 
Wind upon the Iſland of Mſinorca. From theſe Dif- 
aſters, the Fleet was obliged to go into tbe Harbour 
to refit. from whence the Ships did not put to Sea a- | 
= till the latter End of Merch; beforewhich Time 
Vice Admiral was ſuſpended and ſent home to the 
reat Surpriſe and Aſtoniſhment of every Man in the 
leet. Rear Admiral Rowley, noh commanding in the 
ſecond Poſt, hoiſted his Flag on beard of the Neptune; 
an whom ii is ſaid, the Command in the Mediterranean 
gi devolva, as a'conſummate Commander, of great All- 
lies, and perfett Experience. 


£ 


% 


.. Paſſion aud Fury bave often à greater Stay than 
Reaſon and Juſt ice. The $.5ame of being diſconcerled, 15 
what Men ould willingly bide from ibemſei ves, and biry 
in Oblivion. The. Proſpect of a certain Diſgrace ſe Men 
can endure ; it often carries them 11:19 all manner 
Crimes and &xcelſes to efface their wn Iynominy, Pride, 
Amoititn au Lanuity, are ever dangeroits and inrapable of . 
heerkenirs 14 Conncils of Moderationy they are ſoon ina. OO 
eated with Qredinefs, ead vive free Raine lo i Li, , 


3 | © they 


%. 
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they have always nouriſhed, There are Harpies enough 
about them eternally fomenting Diviſions, cuich at 
all Opportunities is raiſe new Diſturbances, and fill their 
Ears with raſh random Words, let flip in Heat, and loſt 
in Air. Thoſe, indeed, who proſtitute their Conſtience 
to feed their Inſolence, and upport Ibeir Tyranny, will 
be always receiving Marks of their Favour and Friend- 

3 the Price of their Slavery and abjet} Minds, while 
Honour and Honeſiy are ind ed and condenmed thro” 
Malice and Weakneſs : Implacable Enemies, giving 
Vent to Envy, and err 10 blatken tbe 2 irtue, 
Knowledge and Uprigbtneſs of Intention, ' which they have 
ine, Aities, nor Goodneſs of Heart to imitate. | 


40 the mean time the Spaniſh Squadron, in ache moſt 


infinite Diltreſs, parted from the French the Day after 


we Toſt Sight of them, but afterwards they arrived 
ſafe in Cartbagena Harbour; while the French had 
been looking for them at the Ifland of Majorca, 

and did not anchor in icant Road till ms oye of Fee 


ang, N. . 


| Nothing can dl the Severity of chis Misforrune 
"and Diſappointment ; a national Grievance and Cala- 


mity, what Like richeſt and pooreſt Men muſt feel, 
all Degrees from the higheſt to the loweſt. Had we pur- 
fued them, it is now obvious and manifeſt to the whole 


World, that we ſhould have reap'd an Harveſt adequate 


ro the immenſe Ex pence of witching their Motions at 
their Harbour's Monrh above two Tears; the whole 
Spaniſh Squadron muſt have been infalliby deſtroyed, 

or become ours, and nothing could have ſaved the 
French but their Heels, Separate or together, this 


irrecoverahle Overthrow to out Enemies mult have 


enſued ; all their Deſigns muſt have been fruſtrated 


and defeated ; our Allies ſupported, the Spaniards 
RS taughc 


) 
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taught to purſue their true Intereſt, while the 
power of the inſolent Controller of Europe had 
been I rg and he: become flexible ro our 
uſt ; the Harbingers of Peace, Trade, 
and Plenty, with Glory to the Nation and its 
triumphant Fleet. 3% 


Loet us ſum up all the Advantages that each 
Fleet had over other, and leave them to the 
Reader to form a Judgment, which Side had the 
Superiority in Strength, Wiſdom, and good Diſ- 
cipliuc. . Wit 


The Combined Fleets ſet out with ſummoning 
frequent Conncils of War, to gather the Ju b 
of every experienced Officer of known Fidelity, 
as an Aid and Aſſiſtance to the Leader. A Man ot 
inferior Talents may hit the Nail on the Head 
ſooner than a ſuperior, or indeed the greateſt Ge- 
nius ; and great Improvements may be made upon 
the many different ints and Propoſitions, which 
the Diverſity of Opinions ſtart in ſuch an Aſſembly, 
and contribute towards enlightening the Com- 
mander, and his taking the wiſeſt Reſolution : 
But we were not Slaves to any ſuch Rules and Cu 
toms, which all-ſufficient Men look pon as the chime- 
rical Ideas of weak Minds, who are conſcious of their 
om want of Capacity to execute great Deſigns. 


They diſciplined their Officers, in forming; Lines 
of Battle, with the greateſt Exactneſs. We were 
altogether nnacquainted with theſe Exerciſes, wnleſs it 
could be ſuppoſed, that we could remember them, not- 
with/tanding the Omiſſion of two Tears, ſince the hono- 
rable Admiral commanded in the Mediterranean. 


M 2 The 


cer. 
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Tho next Day aſter they came out, they had 
a freſh weſterly Wind, the Weather-gage of us, 
Feet ſoi cautious: were they, tho' the Wind might 
ſoon. ite co: their Diſadvantage, they, neverthe- 
leſs, held Order and Diſcipline lo — in Eſteem, 
ſo mucha preferable Advantage, that they ſpent 
all chat: Day in forming and getting into 2 proper 
Diſpoſition of Bartley rather than venture bearing 
down upon us, unformed and irregular. «We ob- 
ſeryed this, their Motion, and ſaw into their De- 
ſigu; therefore, in the Evening, our Fleet very 
wiſely aachored in the Bay again. 
r 921m enn: 


They kept in conſtant Order and Readineſs ſor 
Battle, we notwithſtanding the Signal for the 
Line of Battle was flying, came out of the Bay ot 
Heeres in great Contuſion; and Providence, in the 
moſt innninent Danger, delivered us from falling 
on board of one another. urig bes ; ln 
„Fortune, who has a great Influence upon all 
* human Atlnirs, and exerts. her Power no where: 
E- wrhiſo much Intolence, as in all war-like Under- 
E takings," croſſed them in every Event, and was 
extremely indulgent to us. At their coming out 
dne ol their Ships was di ſabled, called tha Leipard,. 
© a Ship ot ſixty Guns, and they were ſorced co, 
leave her to be refitted. Far otherwile the accu- 
mulated all her 'Favours, and wantonly beſtowed 
them on us; cur Fleet became her darling Child ; 
the extricated-us when our own Indiſctetion had 
like ro have deſtroyed us, and by her peculiar 
Protection at the critical Moment, the Bout and 
Chicrſter, Royal Oak and Bus ſord, not only eſcaped 
the Enemy, bur joined the Fleet. Above all, the 
ed T & © 1% LOOK 
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152 — - 36 Founders | 
. 0291 Gun Ships had 4 24 Len the 15 ders 
| 60 „„ 181 and 12 


Frigates &c. Gu Ships Names 
Iſabella 2 
El Sobiero IN 
{ Sf Ferdinando I 
| Brilliante b]. 
Albn . 4 
YEA Hercules 
&1iF.S El x Conſtant 
; Poder | 
Neptune 
America 
Orient 
| Solide 
Diamant 
La Fleur St Eſpnt 
Le Lehe Tz unt 
t 4 F. 8. Le 4 Tigre __.. 
Ferme 
SerieuXx. 
 Furieux. 
L' — | 
8 uilon 
L Ats 
Le R - 
L' Atalante L. Eſperance... |... 
| Le Duc d Orlems 
* 1 F. S. Toulouse 
Le Boree 
. Total 
When hr Hingagement bt ! 2 
& er the Borie Hua. Vit, t the lud brought 2 
The 4 rut v nth N 
, | in he above order "* 
Le 'Zephire | | „ 
r ] Zn tume of Battle and in rave of being Mluabld gs 
IL. Atalante | Eſperance "2 
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took the Wind from them and gave it us, continu- 
ing in his Bounty to the End: Fortunate Auſpices 
indeed ! an Overthrow to the Execution of the 


Enemy's Fireſhips, and their other Engines of De- 
ſtruction. | * 


The Lines of Battle ſhew the Diſpoſition and 
Strength of both Fleets; we had the Superiority 
in Guns of the Line of Battle no leſs than feven 
hundred and twenty two (722) including the 
Ships of fifry Guns, and withour reckoning 
(tho* they had Ships of fifty Guns in their Line 
of Battle) only four hundred and twenty two 
(422): We had eleven three Deck Ships, whereas 
they had only one, the Real ſo weak, that ſhe 
could not bear more than 24 Pounders on her lower 
Deck. Indeed their Ships of ſeventy four Guns 
cartied on their lower Deck thirty fix Pounders, 


and on their upper eighteen. 


They had more Men in Proportion to the Force 
of their Ships, under good Diſcipline, without 
Noiſe, tho” not many ot them accuſtomed to fail 
in large Ships, but in Settee's, Xebecks, or Barca 
Longo's. 'The Spaniards, contrary ro the Cha- 
rater of that Nation, work'd their Ships like Sea- 
men and Officers, entirely convincing Us, who al- 
always had the moſt abject and contemptible Opi- 
nion of their Knowledge; that their Judgment in 
conducting, and Reſolution and diſtinguiihed Bra- 


ſelves could not be exceeded. 


| Tho' we had not quite ſo many Men as the 
Enemy, on board of the Ships of the Line of 
Battle, we had a ſufficient Number to fight and 


work 


very in ſuitaining an Attack, and defending them- 


EY 
_——_ 


039. 


er, sg ans they id oe land fo drr. 


there was ſ 


FConſequenthy the leſs incident to * — noe; 
2 5 ret Numbers can only ſerve the 1 

ing. Our Men were all in good Health and 
2 many 


Spirits; if any Men in Being, 


_— of of Fe they are Eg Seamen, who are 
od and deſpiſe Death; no Suffering 
erprizes can dliſhearten them; in 


a dere. and in Battle never 
led to diſtingui 1 


Ez 
4 . "JE. 
. 33 hows are ood; 


in Emulation of one another, giv- 

5 — Proofs of their improvements; . 
very extravagant and fanratti- 

cabin che Invention of their Bridges, which they 
-. throw'd overboard ; finding them not only an In- 
3 — —— danger 31 regard to 
the W might in 
er ta 
e n the 3 where they were yore.” 


We do not at ull trouble our Heads in train ning 
3 b Ben Officers, cho the chief maritime Power, 
they are Seamen, tis a meer Chance if they k 3 


ching of milirary Diſcipline, or the Art of 
War; while the — taught that Art, aud 
to behave to ond another like Gentlemen with 


25 ther with the loft 


Complaiſance and Polireneſs, and every Officer 
| TOP es his Orders to his inferior with the modeſt 
—.— ot Equality, we domineer over one ano- 
and imperious Air, which the 
Command of a Britiſod Ship of War naturally 
gives a Man: Thus our ne u 3 nd 
en redu 


0879 


reduced to that timid Submiſſion and e De- 

I ery bur * 

up oducated in Obſcu They command 
zen, we command Sla 


"Their Ships wees:all oleba, moſt of _ woes 


foul ; ng on that — * _ 
vour- 


ron ro the ES in 


—— in the ind; we kept bearing down upon 
fo inal, wide and — N he 
, rather than wait Ar . 
— bave perfectod our Lind of Bard 


overcome them ĩafallibly. They came out . to 
fight, and their Orders were fuch, chat they durſt 
not return before they had done it; and until che 
Day after che Engag E their ConduRt all al 

proved this to be the their 8 


ure attack d eie Rear, tile the Yau | 
of our Fleet was left -expoſed to ainetecn Shi Ships, 
and our Rear was a great Way off; Undoubtedly 
this/ was like aiming at a Victory in one Place, 
while there was a Certainty of a Defear in another 


After all, if it was poſſible for thirteen Ships with 
a Fire to five in four Hours, it was 
ra&icable for our Center to hank le ie Bur it 
certain. that had the Ships been ſtretched and 
cloſed into à Line of Battle, and all of them from 
the Van to the Rear, had had it in their Power to 
have taken up their Adverſaries ſacceſhvely, cheir 
Duty could not have been miſtaken ; on the cont 
we ſeem' d to be in a perfect Maze, in a Confli 
between obeying the Signal tor che L ine of Battle, 
which was kept abroad (without the Signal to giye 
Chace, or to come to a cloſer ee 
going down nearcr tie Enemy. 


Not- 


L 
I li 2 8 "17 


9 e eee there 2 | ule Wind — 
the French donbled upon us, which was lucky, 
conſidering our confuſed Diſpoſition; yet they 
preferred ſaving rhe Spaniſb Squadron the Rear of 
their Fleet, to the DeftriRionof, our "ng: which 


med bens ca ly ed. 1205 ; 1 
5k ; Þ bus been knows bee. le 


n 115 


g 

of Aye Ships, and bey 
eee ware 
Rt Apt * I aig 211 4 
1 1 


1 7 


wich 
brand + em been 
2 e, on they 
— 6 dil 4-4, we 


1 Wade us. 3 ove. 100 bios { Fer 
n A 2 320120 . De 2's 
2 . —.— ſly took. the: NTT of out aver 
rizy, and h cheſe very very Meaſures che 
r-reachtd us ip keeping away all Night. 
yo alter tham ar 
* 2 


half f an Hout paſt ch 
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er wile Tn they cold yes e 
- W et on 
in in Ager Day-light, Os Pe over 

them in a fob ours. The Wind came eafterly 
in an Hour or two after, and we continued to hug 
it, by which means we loſt a complear Victory, 
and they ſaved themſelves from a ſhameful Defeat, 
IE III 172 


A1 it is the \ ntial Qualicy of o- Prailence to draw 
good Luck out bad, and to be the Mather of Sue 
ceſs, Indiſcretion on the contrary, turns even Good into 


Evil, «xd is the Mains of Adverfiry. 
A particular Detail of the Loſſes on both Sides 


to our Purpoſe ; but we cannot come to 
any ty ot the Enemies, unleſs it be from 
Monſieur De Courts Journal, which tor the Satis- 
faction af the Public, N . both 
[rg inal Feb and be Bay ip. On our 
. re cannot be reckooed more Shipe 
AST S if we rauk 
F greatneſs of their Lofſes, 
de on 0 te e £ 
eur, rinceſs Caro- 

2 Naa; and Berwick. 


The Marlbarv#gh had * two Men killed, and 
one hundred and twenty fave wounded, out of the 
laſt Number twenty of chem died in three Days, 


Captain Cornemali had both bis Thighs ſhot off, 
and he had only Lite to expteſs the Agony he was 
in, by ſhaking his Head at the Surgeon below. 
This Gentleman who was the Idol of the — 
* a great Ornament — it, expired — 

| an 


9 


2 e. | 
Man of bis Spirit. He had been directed by: the 
-Admiral immediately before he bore down, do at- 
to or die; this was bis-inflezible Reſolu- 
tion, and he ſtrict ly adhered to it: to his latt Gaip. 
Courage was far from being his only Endowment, 
his Genius and Knowledge were to any Task 
that could be ſet him in; his P ; few Per- 
ſons came up to him, and none ſurpaſs d him. He 


took pu ains, particularly in ing the va- 


f 


pline and Government of Fleets in all 
N — — the good 
vations 1 ons, ing the 
Max ims, and made great Improvements. His Sen- 
atinients were delicate, and! he had no ſuperficial 
( Qualities. His Principles were ſolid, and his eg. 
ment penetrating into Men and Fhings; and Vis- 
tue, Wiſdom, and Valour, gave bim à natural 
Right to command. He never} with all theſe Ta- 
lente, diſplayed them, or ſet them out to ſhew 
without a Neceſſity, in Oſtentation and vain Glo- 
V Flond Diſeourſes, and che Knack of talking 
upon all Subjects, without going to the Bottom ot 
d thing, were no Parts of his Character he 
e Maſter ↄf all the amiable and ſociable Virtues, 
de excluded all ſuperfluous Formality, his Cande- 
-{cention and Affability were conſpicuous to every 


[Bedy ;' State and Lotrineſs, he was unacquainted 


* Mick; bis ſole Aim was to render Company and 


Converiation eaſy and agreeable; and wharever 
Coinpany he went into, he never failed to win their 
[Hearty . perfect aſcendent. Vet this 
_ * amiable} Cent had been very unpopular to 
' = Navkaye; and want of Judgment, another | Sea 
Qtain, who had neither his Abilities, hardly 


IL, 


(er) 
common Senſe, but a Man of a blundering Va» 
derſtanding,. won their Applauſe by Infiougtion; 

ing, and. trumpeting up his own Praiſes, low 
Wiles,” mean Artifice, becoming an abject Spirit; 
while Captain Cornewall from his Soul deteſted all 
fuch falie S of him and —_ 
12 Rank of 


- Caprain Go rey of rho dluiaiet was killed the 
„ and Quick-work having. been 
— — 1 — 
cleared three Times, only one Man 
upon it, the few Marines that were left ali 
and not wounded, Who, poor Fellows, had 
ſometime without any manner of Shelrer, loading 
their Firelocks upon their Bellies and firing, were 
ordered below- to the great Guns. The Maſter 
— — ym had both his Legs ſhot off, and 
AA on Shore to the Hoſpital 3 he was a 
r, en excellent fidur Mariner, and 
Eber bold Oer. | 


Lieutenant Frederick the firſt Lieure- 
— — * — e 
regubd to erit dervices; 
he was ago vey = the Command of the Adaribo- 
rough for 4 few 1 reſigned. Upon 
the F Re being brought down-20 
the Cockpit, with an uncommon Delicacy and Ne. 
bleneſs of Soul, bleeding very faſt, and in g 
72 he ordered the Surgeon imme 
y to leave and go to che Captain. Like» 


— oung rr 
having N fe — — infomuch that be leit his 
Quarters ſeveral Times ro come down below to n: 


preſent — infinite 5 Ships pouring in 
n upon 


t Premotion; bur 
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upon them terrible Fires, without any Aſſiſtance 
wo — — pray —5 more of 
nemy's Ships coming up juſt at talking 
as uf 33 Hg them'to hold our 
any. longer, daunt leis, under the Apprehenſion 
of the 1 y of ſtriking the Colouts, Lieute- 
nant Cornewg/l in the be was in, would 
have gone upon Deck, he not been hindered. 
- Bur indeed che Officer who commanded in Right of 
his Seniority, then in Action, was a very able 
Man; and at this Time it would be almoſt an In- 
not to mention him. Lieutenant Newſeller, 
ſecond Lieutenant, fought the Ship above two 
Hours, in — * gave Proofs of his Courage 
and Condnct; the Merkborough having cleared the 
Wrack away in a Moment after loſing her Maſts, 
outlived the Real in firing a long Tims; and to 
the very laſt made extraordinary good Fires, eſpe· 
cially her middle and lower while 
her: Adverſaries lay quite filent. (Afterwards this 
Gentleman continued to be i having 
taken N Pains * © —— — 

good Officer to ever to 
great — th bac err - the — 
waich: ſhowed a tender Regard, a generous Feeling 
and Humanity to his fellow Creatures, whoſe Re- 
covery he held n the higheſt Eftimation. He was 
upon the — — in the Execution of his 
Naty, and preventing any Diforder, never un- 
dreis d but t the Deck. until che "Marlborough 
got faſe into Mabizr Harbour. Surely ſo much 
Aiſting niit d Merit in theſe his Services entitle him 
poor Man! it is ſaid he has no 
22 We have been told that the 
_ Adaniboracigh's Condition was looked upon to be ſo 
— ftv NW: the Action, that — 


2 | FF 


. Men killed; and 
yr r wounded ; her Maſts were e 


The Norfok bad nine Men killed and chirteen 


Te Princeſs Caroline had l Men Ahe, ad 
twenty wounded: Her were very much 
wounded. 


The Namur had ei ohe Men killed, and twelve 
wounded : Her Mitts were. likewiſe wounded ; 
but in two or three Days, they were made as ſe- 
cure as ever, and Enn RICEAIES 
—— 1 


A loſt his Left 3 lived 
— — time in a 2 fa ay of doing well, but after 
died of a Fever . the oſpital. - — — 

indefa in 
the ——— Duty, an excellent Captain 
under an Admiral in the i patch of rhe Buſineſs of 
a great Fleet, underſtanding perfectly well that 
Part of irs Government which fell under his Ads 
miniſtration. He did not- trouble his Head much 
about a fine Addreſs, fatisfied with the Upright». 
neſs'of his own Intentions, he went on directly to 
What he thought was for the Good and - 

Expedition of the Service, Without —y the 

leatt Uſe of any Art or Inſinuation; and his Heart 
was ſo immediately-fix'd * this, that he wat the 
Jeſs able to bear with che eglects and Faults of 


others. Accord - 


the Poder her fourth Llonwnnpe, and rwenty * 
cho; in chat Situation, became Prifovers. © 


It was obſerved, that the Enemy — their 
Shor. ir our Mafts 3 no doubt, diſmaſting is a ma- 
terial Point; but what helped to this was, their 
being to Leeward of us, with a conſiderable. Swell, 
which tn won ding poſhbly throw _= Shot ſo ft” 


og 


185 Bac „7 i 87 | 

re . the Tlecr — Doing 

in the bad Weather, than from the Enemy; fome 
Part of it occaſioned from wearing twice in two 
Hours in a yery dark, violent, ſtormy Night, and 
miſtaking: che "Signals ade ſoon one e 20.5 
ther. * * 0 THEN 

* 211 7, 283 5 n 10 hub abr 
1 bee of our Relarion, we muſt not 
1 three Men of War that were 
rchaſed. To ſpeak the Truth, ſhould theſe 
eſſels — they wil be no great 
Proof either of the — thoſe who valued 
chem, or the good Jud of thoſe who pur. 
1 
win ened perhaps at the ome 
Men who take all Opporrunities'to tun ĩt down. - 8 
4 2 um JUOGIIW- i * 
zune Hafer Row- boat 9 ke 10 ul. 
möſt as big as my Lord Mayor's Barge without 
her Beuuty, and d charming Veſſel io be e 


291 — 


5 
- 
SS © 


| Cod2V.: 
in a Pond: The & cya Odds arms of 
her be would rake: a Ship of e 
that Recommendation did not allure the Admirale 
Lieutenant next to Promotion at the Tine . 
was added to our Strength ; he had an Averſion'th 
drowning, and he trembled for. fear he ſhould 
be appointed Captain of her, which was the Nea- 
—— rd chat chere was not one mau 
10 i „ en ee rom 6 


81 664. 


1 


5151 wy" 13 : 8 nl z SES 
: The ſecond is an Kebeck tahen by the Dragon, 
= great deal | ſmaller than (the Garlands Prive 5 
Captain and à Lieutenant wore commitfioned lor 
her: She can creep along a Shore in pleaſant ſerene 
Weather, but chere is an 'abſotoco Neceſſity for 
her being laid up in che Winter. 
The third is a Barco Longo, a wonder-worki 
Veſſel before ſhe was bought, but ſoon afrerw 
all her Perfections vaniſhed. She fails like a Hay- 
tack either in moderate or blowing Weather, and 
is heartily curſed by thoſe to whom ſhe is joined 
to cruize ; however, ſhe has got a Captain and a 
Lieutenant with ſixty Men for her 
and twenty Extra's born as Supernumeraries. Not- 
withſtanding the Ships had many Men leſs than 
their Complement, yet every one of them in Pro» 
portion contributed their Mite to ſo iſing af 
Equipment; and tho” there is no Preſident for re- 
cruiting his Majeſty's Ships abroad from home, ſo 
excellent was our Oeconomy, that the Men were 
contrived to be ſpared. | a 
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che V eur 741 when the abi 
Spain convoyed the Spaniſb Troops 
1744, there is nothi 


l our Fleet or 
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Journal de la Na- 
vigation de Mon- 
fear 282 de- 
puls Depart 
ve Na k 19. 
Fxurier, juſques a 
ſon Mouillage 4 
Alicunt le 27. 
Die?! - 


E 


eigne ferner. 
E Fader d 
France t d' Eſpa- 


gue etant 4 la Rate de being 
0 


ulon, ont mis a la 
Voile aves un Beautemp, 
le Vent Nord-Oueft aſſez 


Fort; 47 Heures dn ſoir 


tous les Vaiſſeanx elbient 
ſons File, mais le Gene- 
ral craignant les Aborda · 
gu, 4 fait moulller ſous 
Sainte Marguerite 4 10 
Heures dt Sir. 


7 RE 
4 Journal of the 
Proceedingo on- 


eur de "Coutt. 
from the Tine of 
his Departure from: 


Toulon, February | 


10. to the Time of” 
his. anchoring in 
Alicant Bay, rhe” 
27th, ditto, N S. 


| Ne oth 


| | Spaniſh Squadrons 
in Toulon” Road, 
got under Sail, fine Wea- 
ther, moderate Gales, 
Wind at N. W. Ar7in 
the Evening all the * n 
were under Sail, but t 
Admiral ' fearing their 


H E French and 


running aboard of one 


another, anchored with 
the Fleet under Saint 
Margaret's at 10 in the 
r 


0 * . _ *. s = I : I 
* . 7 
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Le 2ome. - 


An Matin on à veu le 


Leopard ayant ſa Ponlene 
emportte et les Lieures du 
Beaupr, '&Cc: on en retira 


tribus ſur les autres Vaiſ- 
ſeaua, et le Leopard ef 
rentri dans li Port pour ſe 
 Fadouber, et le Refte de 
Arms a mis ſous Poile, 
Ie Vent q Oueſt petit Frais; 
on & Employd tout le Four 
4 ſe mettre en Crare de 
Battaille ſur une Ligne au 
plus pres du Ven, ſans 
que les Eſpagnols'y ſoyent 
parvents, ſoit par la ies 


de leurs Vaifſeaux qui vont 


mal, ſoit par la faute de 
leur. mandeuvre. 


, 


Le gie. 


On a decaurvert au lever 
| du Soleil P Armee Angloiſe 
ſours Vaite, ' agant le Vant 
de Terre, an Nord-Eft, 
Faiſaut Route pour. ſortir 


des Ver de Hieres un 
Nombre de 38 Failet, le 


General 4 fait e Signal 


'  #Ordre de Battaille ſur 


une ligne au plus pres du 
Fent, qui a ett mal Exe- 


Jes Soldats, que Lon a diſ- 


. The 20th, | 

In the Morning faw 

the Leopard with the 
Rails ot er Fe and 
gammoning of her Bow- 
{prir * Sr. Her Sol- 
iers were taken out and 

diſtributed amongſt the 
other Ships; and the 
went in again to the 
Harbour to refit; the 
Reſt of the Fleet got 
under Sail, Windat Weſt, 
ſmall Breezes: Employ- 
ed all Day in forming a 
Line of Battle upon a 
Wind, without the Spa- 
niards being able to get 
into it, either becauſe 


their Ships went badly 
ox were badly managed, 


Ans: The 21}. "++ 88 ogg? 

At Sun riling diſco- , 
vered the agli Fleet 
under Sail, with the 
Wind off ſhoar about N. 
E. ſtanding out of Flie- 
re's Bay to the Number 
of 38 Sail. The Admi- 0 
ral made the Signal for. 
the Line of Battle upon 
a Wind which was bad- 
ly put in Execution; 


| cute, Vent au Nord- _lurrle Wind at N.N.W. 


with 


C99) 


Nerd. Oueſt petit frais 
graſſe Mer d Ou i a 
goudern pour aller a la 
rencontre des Angloiſe, 
ui wencient à nous aue 
Vent a PEfi-Nord-Eft 
petit Vent; les Vents va- 
rioient alternativement du 
Nord-Nord-Oueft et & 
E/t- Nord-Eft, enfin les 


te malbeureuſement pour 
NOUS. 


A PEntrie de la Nuit, 
les Anglois ont ſerre Ja 


Terre 4 la Diftance de 
Deux Lienes, 


8 Heures du ſair nom: 
 avous mis en panne, le 
Bord au large. 


Le 22me ditto. 

Le Vent rats" / 
variant a F Eft- Nord- Ei 
le Cap Sicie Etant au 
Nord-Eſt b. Nord a huit 
Lieues, PFEſcadre 
France et 4 Eſpagne. a 2 
ou 3 Lienes ſous le Vent a 
FP arriere Angloiſe, Mon. 
de Court fait Signal de ſe 
mettre ea crdre de Battaille 
ſur une Ligne au plus 
pres du Veat, les Ejpag- 


Engliſh 


de by 


to Leeward and a-ſtern 


with a. weſtern 
Swell, ſteered to meer 
the Engliſh, who were 

ing towards us, with 
little Wind at E. N. E. 


the Winds variable from 
North-North - Weſt to 
Eaft-North-E 


aſt, bur ar 
laſt the Eaſterly Wind 


Vents AE Font empor- — pur 


In the Evening the 
t in ſhore a» 
bout the Diſtance of two 


At eight in the Moru- 


ing brought to under 
. our Toplails with our 


Heads ott. 


The 224 ditto. 

The Wind variable 
from the North-Eaſt to 
the Eaſt - North Eaſt, 
Cape Siccie bearing N. E. 
N. Diſtance about 
eight Leagues, the French 


and Spaniſo=quadrons be- 


ing about 2 or 3 ues 


of the Zngliſb, Mon. d: 


Court made the Signal 


for the Line of Battle 


Oz upon 


N 
N „ 
. | 
l = 
? 


2 


un arrivoient ex Depan- 
or, ur arriere Garde 


 "etunt extremement proton- 


2, de manitre que du pre- 
1 vuiſſean 2 leur a- 
van Garde, an dernier 


de leur arriere Caras, 
. *Peſpare etoit au-moins te 


trois lieues; nos Eſcaures 
etoient aui trop prolongtes 


£9 porrporent. tenir geux 


Nuss de Diff auer; Fon a 


cherte gut des Anglois 
adoien 0 Vaſſſeanx 7 


la 
ligne, dont trois de 84 a 

o Canons au Centre de 
'g0, 6&9 % Jo, an 
1 & bra 


Feopr deBattaille, 


1 


= W = 
= 
i 
9 

* 4 

4 * = 
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de 84 a go, an Cemre de 


F avant WW tes autres 
s, [199905 e go. 
67 $6400 <4 06 1124 


« wo 


Aus beure apres midy, 
les Armies ' etant dans 
"cette Diſpoſition arriere 


garue Angloiſe fort eluig- 
"ate, be general Angles 
par le ae Fg Rojal 


Philip, CommanMant des 


Eſprgnats, le Vice Au- 


* Centre Admiral Rowley. 


oy 


| | ( 100.) 

gels faiſant P Arriere 
Garde par Rapport 
 * Proximite des Anglais, 


a Wind, the Spa- 
17 25 


a la lara compolin 
"Rear; 8 Ac» 


count of the nearneſs of 
the Engl,” who were 
beari down 5 their 
Rear being very much 
extended, ſo that from 
the headmoſt Ship of 
their Van to the ſtern- 
moſt of their Rear the 


"Diſtance was at leaft 
three Leagues; our Fleet 


was alſo too much ex- 
tended, and might take 
1 about two Leagues. 
N e ry — the 
'Enpli about 30 
Sie of the Line, where- 
of three from 84 to 90 
Guns were in the Center 
of the Rear, three of 
go, and two of yo in 


the Center, and three 


from $4 to 99 in the 
Center of «he Van, the 
reſt from 60 to 50. 


« 
: 
* 


At One in the After- | 


-noon, the Fleers being 
in this Diſpoſition, rhe 
Exgii Rear a great way 
off, the Ee Admiral 
a-breaſt of the Royal 
"Philip, Commandant” of 


the Spaniards * Vice Ad- 


miral 


Near Admital Rowley, 


a 


( 108.) 


le tra- 


mira! Leſtock par 

S s AIG 
rt, 4 Ja gr 

du Canon 4 a6 Lives, 

Mon. Mathews, TA. 

miral des Anglojs arriva, 


tout * 2 
Corps attaille, a 
petite Porte: du Canon 
Royal Philip, & commen- 


fa le Compoat tres Vive» the 


ment. Malegre laSuperiorit? 
des Vaiſſeaum Anglais 
Don Navarro en ſout nt 
vaillamment le fe pendant 
Plus de trois Heures, & 


ul fut ſi epouventable qu'on 


ne voyoit qui fen E Fu- 
Mee : Lader Garde 
Angloiſe ne Commenga a 
tirer que Jorſque Monſieur 


de Sor Tira ſur be * 
Vice Admiral Leſtock une 


coup de Canon de 36 Li- 


vres, qui porta; alors le 
terrible, I Serius, le St. 


Eſprit, ſe ſolide E le Di- 
amant Tirerent, mais ce 
dernier diſcontinua les Ca- 
nons de 18 Livres, ne pou 
vant pas aller juſques aux 
Anglots qui tinrent be 


vont de fafon, que les 


Trois premiers Vaiſſeaux 
de leur avam Cara n'dſe- 


„ Contre Adwiral Rowley, 


miral Le/cek a-breaft af 


the terrible Monſ.deCourt, . 


at the diſtance ol u large 
Gun- ſhot of 36 Pounds. 
Mr. Mathews the Engliſh 


Admiral, bore. down 
he ſhort with the main Bo- 


dy of the Battle, within 
a {mall Gunſhot of the 
Royal Philip, and begun 
Engagement ve 
briskly. 


Fire for above three 
Hours, which was ſo 
terrible, that nothing 
was ſeen bur Fire 
Smoke. The Van of the 
Engliſh Fleet did not be- 
gin to Fire, till Monſ. de 
Sorgues fired a 36 Pound - 
er at * Vice Admiral 
Leftock, which reached 
him; then the Terrible 
Serieux St. Fſprit, Solide 
and Diamant fired, but 


the latter left off the 18 


Pounders, not being a- 

ble to reach the U 

who kept their Wind in 

ſuch a manner, that the 

three headmoſt 

their Van, never durſt 
| come 


Reat Admiral Rowley, 


” Y 


Ships of - 


rent jamais ſe mettre a la 
porter de Canon, par cette 
, raiſon tons les autres Vaiſ- 
- feats Francois ne furent 
7 6 4 meme de pouvoir 4 
thatire. A trois Heures 

te General Fit le Signal 
pour faire revirer Pavant 
Garde par Ia contre- 
marc be pour venir au Ce- 
tours des Eſpagndls, & 
cou per 28 Mathe ws, 
gut par ſon arrived, $'&oit 
expoſe a etre mis entre dettx 
Jeux. Malhenreuſment le 
dipnal ne fut pas appergu 
Gans ce Moment meme, 
ne fut execute que fort 
Tard, on fut meme obligee 
"de faire revirer tous ks 
Francois en meme Temp, 
pour degager Don Navar- 
10 & les Eſpagnols; ce 
gai fit tenir le Vent © a 
Honſ. Mathews, & ceſſer 
te Combat avec Ie Four, 
car la Nuit y eut autant 
ae part que ] aproche des 
Francols ; net re armee 
Jeu reſeinblie ſe tint en 
panne taut la Nuit; dans 
ce Combat les Eſpagnols 
Unt ſeonteats tout le fea du 
Corp de Battaille, & de 


* 


| 7 articte H gude ge F. Armee 
Angioys, Le Royal Phi- 
ls ey B33 202 ff 


| (ic 


French tack al 
to A 377 Don Na- 
varro 


come within Gun -ſhot; 
for this Reaſon all the 
other French Ships had 
It not ſo much as in their 
Power to engage. At 
three the Admiral made 
the Signal for the Van 
to t to come to th 

Aſſiſtance of the Spa- 
niards, and cut off Monſ. 
Mathews, who by his 
bearing down, had ex- 


poſed himſelf to be pla- 


ced between two Fires: 
Unfortunately for us the 
Signal was not immedi- 
ately perceived, and was 
not put in Execution till 
very late; we were even 
obliged to make the 
together, 


the Spaniards, 
which made Mr. Ma- 
thews continue to have 
the Wind of us, and che 
Engagement to ceaſe 
with che Day; for the 
Night had as great a 
Share of chat as the ap- 


8 of rhe French. 


Our Fleet being got to- 


gerber, lay to under our 
Topfails all Night.: In 
this Engageinent the Spa- 
niards bore the Firs of 
_—— OTIS. © 


(1030 


lip avec une grande Fer- 
mete & Diftinion- 
Fait abandonner le 


a ſes deux Matelas, fait 
ſauter un Bruli qu: on 
lui detachs dont il ne e 
| ſauve que quatre Hommes 

& Demdta un Vaiſſeau de 
go Canons de ſon grand 
Mat & tle ſon Artimon. 
wh ane a en fy, 

efſeures legeres; 
de Girandin, itaine 
du Pavillon a et Bleſſe a 
Mort. 500 Hommes 
& Bleſſe ; le Vaiſſean E 
paguol le Pniſſant de 60 


Ganon, & au Don Qui- 


ent, 4 ſoutents ant 
deux heures le 770 ae 
cingue Vaiſſeaux de 60 
Canons a la portee 
il fur Damdie 

grand Mat, & de tous les 


autres a la reſerve d Ar- 


timan Miſene E Beaupre 


il reſta entre les denx Ar- 


mees, les Angiois 


ereat chercher le Capit ai ne 
le Maitre & y Laiſſe- 
rent un Officier avec 20 
| Homes qu ils noſerent 


exvoyer reprendre, Toyant 


In Span; called the EI Poder, 


2 


bat a Monſ. Mathews & 


te 


2 Falil 


the main Body and Rear 
of the Exgliſb Fleet. The 
Royal £Philip having 
with t Reſolution 
and diſtinguiſhed Brave- 
ry, made Mr, Mitthews 
and his two Seconds a- 
bandon the Fight, cauſed 
2 that On ſent 
againſt him to blow 
out of which four 25 
only were ſaved; and 
ſhot away ago Gun Ships 
main and mizen Maſts: 
Don Navarro had two 
flight Wounds, Mr. de 
Grandin, Captain of the 
Colours was mortally 
wou and goo Men 
kilFd and wounded: The 
E Ship the“ Power- 
Ja of 60 Guns, Don 
. Captain for two 
ours, bore che Fire of 
five. Ships of 60 Guns 
within Musker Shot; loſt 
her main Maſt, and fore 
and mizenT and 


remained between boch 


Fleets: The Eng/ifo ſent 
to take our the Captain 
and che Enatſwain, and 
leit an Officer and twen- 
ty Men on board ot her, 

| "who 


( 
hs "Fringols 2 57 cs whom they durſt nor ſend- 


Faces.” 


* 


9 


= 


** 24me. 


1 a es 


Vents de Nord Oueſt petit 


Frais on a un Arm An- 
glois A environ a 4 Lieuas 


au _ Son a releve le 
27 7 a Nord Nord 


2 eu. Le Vaiſ- 
Jean — 
$'etant tom a la 


de Cubbn des Anglois, 4 


Htur, a gets 4 ſon — 
& Tarent mais un 

Abri. L Armes 1 
glois arrivant ſur la No- 
ire, on n revirt ſur be. 


Vaiſſeau 1 8 © 
Canmparer, | & 4 
P Arnie a 1s" on 7 0 
le vent au M. E. 
le Grneral A ordonne' au 
Diamant ue prend tout 
ce gui pourra 
peg Puiſſant 5 
autres A hw © eon 
envoys, an leur ant; 
24 une Hure & Deni a 
reſtant plus Henſenne, let 
Aerrt da General y ont 


] Hercule 


Gnu pendant un bout an 


| mis le Fen, I le Diamant 


to fetch away again, 


e oe French PR 


eo 
* 4 * 
pj — 7 
in LI 4 B33! 
. 
c 


The + 1 
At Sun xiſi che Wind 
at North Welt light 
Breezes ſaw the Engib 
Fleet about 4 Leagues 
to Wind ward, and made 
een E. about 
. as 
cules, a Span b 
ing wichin Gault of 
che Engliſh, engaged a- 
our, up 

to ber Ailiftance, © and 
ſhe rejoin'd"'us, but not 


without, ſome Damage. 


The 'Engiifo Fleet bear- 
down upon ours, 
tack'd upon the Powerful 
to take Poſſeſſion of her, 
and at Noon brought to, $1 
„ ungerourToplails, Wind 
at N. E. light Breezes: 
Admiral ordered 


The 
td Hui. the Diamant to take out 


as many of the Powers? 


 full's Crew as ſhe could, 


ſeveral other Ships alſo 
ſent their Boats; at one 


Clock no body being 


left on board che Admi- 
Officers ſet her on 
Fire, 


ral's, 


1 


4 Force de Pail pour re- 
mettre lesEſ Is a Don 
Navarro L' Arme à ar- 
ride ſur les deux Heures 
en ordre de Battaille, Vent 
arriere, et a Fentree y la 
nuit . yy" a 
tenu plus pres, ſur les 
Heures 4 for on 4 8 
ſauter en [air le FRO 
le Puiſſant. 


Le 24me. 

Anu point du jour les 
Vents variants de Nord- 
Nord - Oueſt au Nord- 
Nord- Eſt, gros Vent et 
groſſe Mer, 1 Sed a ett 
ob 2055 arriuer, faiſant 


Route auOueſt Sud Oueſt 


on n'a point eu deC Cone 


ſance des Anglois ; 
45 cau Eſpagnol «a _ 
es Haniers emportes et 

urs autres incommo- 

des, on a fait Route au 
Sud-O ueſt a Petite Voilt a 
cauſe que le Real Philip 
erant renior que 
bella craignoit de 2 


f ks 
4% . eau. 


en a recounu le C 
Creux 4 cing 12 n 4 


par Vika- b 


44 21 


P 


(og). 


Fire, and the Diamant 
made Sail to put the Spe» 
niards on board of Don 
Navarro.Attwoo'Clock 
the Fleet bore away be- 
fore the Wind in the 
Line of Battle ; in the 


Eveni %% Fleet 

od Seie ar W, at 9 
goed ſaw the — 
blow up. 


The 24th. 

Ar Day * 
Winds als from 
North -North - Welt t: to 


| North-Norch-Eaſt,treſh, 


Gales and & great >] 
— Fleet was obli 


ſteerin el 
_ h We ſaw 4 


of the Engliſh ; a Span 
Ship havi 
maſts carried away, and 
ſeveral others damaged, 
ſteer'd Souch-Weſt with 


an eaſy Sail, becauſe the 


5 al 555 bein towed 

* 123405 * 4 
A ſtrainin 
much the Ship or 


At 4 in the Afternoon 
made Cape Creme, dil- 
tance about five Leagues * 


brougac 


- break the 


her 705 


Nu 


i 4 2 

FEſt- Nor 7 forts, tous 
. les Eſpagnols ant in- 
commoaes, ont Continue 
leur Route pour chercher 
tne ls pour ſe racom- 


Te 25me. 
An 
a pl, 


os alicun Eſ- 


pagnol, le Vent au Nord- 
bf grand frais, on a fait 


ante pour ſe Retirer a la 
Cite A Eſpa 
chere her les Eſpagnols, et 
on a cours a petite Voile 
Due la Nuit 


 Le;i26me:. 


© Att lever dit. Seil on 4 


point du jour, on 


e et pour 


„ 


1069 
les Vents a 


brought to, Wind at 
Eaſt- North Eaſt ftron 
Gales, all the Spaniar 
being damaged, continuꝰd 


their Rout to look tor a 


Place of Shelter where 
they might refit. / 


The 25th. 

At Day-break no Ha- 
niſd Ship in Sight, Wind 
at N. E. tre 
ſteer'd to reach the Coaſt 
of Spain to ſee for the 


Spania rs Run un- 


der an eaſy 
Night. 


"The 26th. 


85 At Sun rifing ſaw the 
on ie de Maybrque /es Iſland of Majorca, Wind 
Vents au Sud Hi et Ri from South-Eaſt, 


* 


to Eaſt- 


Sud Eſt grand frais, an South-Eaſt, freſh Gales; 


4 continue la | 
Sud-Queſt a petit voile 
toute Ig nuit. 


Le 27me. 


" Au Soleil Levant on a + 


_ releve Vie de Belgran a 
FE ' Diſtance 6 | Lienes, 
en 4 Force de Voile tes 
Vents a Nord bon frais 
4 POueft 7; Sud-Oueſt, le 
big de la Cite; a cing 


- 


ſteering 


eaſy Sail all Night. 


"The 27th. 

At Sun riſing made 
the Iſland of Belgran Eaſt 
Diſtance fix 1 
crowded Sail, the 
at North, a fine Gale, 
Weſt and by 


South along the Coaſt; 


. AT 


ea guess 
ind 


ole an cotitinued our Courſe at 
South-Weſt, under an 


< 10 > JO | 
s du Sur on « Mon- at ſſye ig the Evening | 
PR la Rade & Alicant. _ at. , Anchored in 


MN. B. The above is a true Copy which came | 
Marſeilles, procured there, 


rom the Secretary to the 
Marquis de Mirepoix, Commandant of Prov 


ro widow the Original was add ed, _ de 
Court from A.” Wo.” * 


% 


| 
* 1 

4 * 1 
7 : ; 
£41 » 
4 
of . 
. 
x , 

J. * 


— —— lr. oe 0 a In _——_———__ OT. 
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Aulus ls Made Fleet 
TOO | en 
a 
en 1. ke the s 1 
K fr. the Ti (rope 
| every Ship ro keep half a Mi e e 


other for our better extending ourielves to ſee _ | 
that paſſes, I will hoiſt a Yellow Flag at the mizen 
Peek under the Signal for the Line ot Battle. 


Wben T ſhall boiſt a White Flag at the Fore- 
topmaſt-head with a Gun, I would have all Ships 
come in near me, for our not loſing Company in 
the Night. % 


| And when er Gee bin ts Lward of 
me, he is — and . Le for 

3 . nearer x6 me, which 1 ſhall make his Sig- 

if I oblerde e | 1 


M ben you maks the For ſeeing a Sail, if 

| ir bs to.the N. W. at the ſame Time hotſt-a Jack 
at your Fore tmaſt- head; it it be to the 
S. W. the fame your Mizen T head; if to 


the N. E. a Pendant at the Foretop-gallantmaſt- 
head ; and if tothe 8. F. the fame a your Mizen 


_ 
| BY NIGHT. 
the Night $i in the general In- 
Ea Fying 2 Sail after 
| lying 


| 
{ 


(109) 
lying are Si nerally conceived for 
Er made with a great Num- 
our 


. 
preſent cruizing tation. might nNCOnVer 

nient : You are therefore hereby required and di- 

reed to obſerve, that when fail | 

I would have the Squadron brace 

boiſt rwo Lights u iht in el 

begin to brace to firſt; and when I would have 

. the Squadron to make Sail, after s by, I will 

\* flre rwo Guns without Alteration of Lighrs, when 

the headmoſt are to fill firtt, and go with an eaſy 

Sail till I ger a-head of them, chat they may the 

better judge whar Sgil to keep me Company Win. 


- « + *.4 


In Caſe of ſeeing Ships in the Night. 


* ; = 197” , n vor! © 2 Ah 

The Signal for ſering a firange Ship in the N. - | 
Quarter ſhall be by hoiſting Light where *Chazer® if 
Wor Fang s 3-5 Sh A be 


#** Two Lights one under the otber. 
E . B En e mdr n va 1 


- And you are to keep the Signal ont till I anſwer 
ſhewing another Light, My 13 an- 
wer it ſoon, you are to fire a Gun for my _taki 

Notice of it; and if there be more Ships chan oss & 
when I have anſwered your Signal, you are to make | 


as many falſe Fires us you fer ſtrange Ships. 
£ ; And : d* 4 
. | 1 7 ' — 
jor — : ; 


ci 8 


2277 
2 And if T-\would have Chace - that Wa I 

oer will * a Gun after I exo ee your Sivhal 
with the Lights; and * — Jour siving Chace 
towards the e Ship or 8 you are to carry 
2 Light in your Stern CRE 7 Viki keep it out 


till you come up with the C or if 1 ſhould 
make your'Sigtial for leaving off Chace, ** which 
Ste, thall be by fring two Gu Wirhout Alteration 


_ / (12; 


2 Gale of eee an rue i the Night. 


10 t Stan be! for each Ship carrying o two 1 Lightgof an 
| + know | ads Height hoiſted up ar the Mizen Peek aa 
| eachother co more Lights of an equal — at the 

ſprit End. e 


PL 91% 1K 2 gide n * v\ \ N 
Shall be hy my n two. * of an 
| Live Gat Shall bo by my Light t the Main- top, and 
e Niabt, Miete Fring a Gun, and carrying the diſtinguiſhing Lights 
| when each Ship is to carry her diſtinguiſhing Light, 
and get into her reſpective Station. 


e ne rp 8 
Whereas the Nag, err Ba in t 21. 
| me Fug the Signal for ke 
i the venien 1 or knowi 
: F Ain 3 8 
3 debe ſhing Lights, where 


| ae br 1 255 74 two . of of 
Cloaking High andthe cole in like Man- 
Company ery to ſhew Aer Ligh e CE where 


| Dea fy a eee. wie 1 


* 


V. 
A 8 * 


An 


A. additional Inſtruction to be- added ts the 
Fele Ioſtruftions. *, - 


la caſe of meeting any Squadron of the Enemy 
Ships, whoſe N — may be. leſs than choſe. of 
the Squadron of his Majeſty's Ships under .my 
Command, and that I would have any of the ſmaller 
Ships quit the Line, I will, in ſuch Caſe, make 
the ignal for ſpeaking with the Captain of that 
Ship I would have quit the Line; £4 at the ſame 
Time, I will put a Flag ſtriped yellow and white 
at the Flag-ſtaff at the Maintopmaſt-head ; upon 
which the 1aid Ship or Shi Inne. 

Ve 


1 are to quit the 

and the next Ships are to cloſe the Line, for 

ing our Ships of the greateſt Force to form a Line 
Juſt equal to the Enemy's: And as upon the Squa- 
drons engaging, it is not to be that the 
Ships withdrawn out of the Line can lee or diſtin- 
e 

rl enjoyned requi 

or — who ſhall have their Signal or Signals 
made to withdraw out of the Line; to demean 
themſelves as a Corp. de Reſerve to the main Squa- 
dron, and to themſelves in the beſt Situation 
for giving Relief co any Ship of the Squadron that 
may be diſabled, or hardeſt preſſed by the Enemy, 
having in the farſt Place a Regard to the Shi [ 
ſhall have my Flag on board, as where che Ho- 
nour of his Majeſty o, lag is principally concern d:; 
as it is morally impoſfible to fix any general 
.ule to Occurences that mult be regulated from 
the Weather, and the Enemy Diſpolition,, ghis 
is left to the reſpectiye C ptain a Judgment that ſhall 
be ordered out ot the Line to govern himlelt by 
as becomes an Officer of Prudence; and as he will 
an wer the contrary at his Peril, M 


— 


i cen 
18 "ME M'OR A N DUM. by the 


That whereas all Signals for the reſpective Ca 
tains of the Squadron, are at ſome one of the Maſt- 

Eads; and as when we are in a Line of Barrle, or 
mn gcher Situkrions, that it may be difficult for the 
hips to diſtingaiſſi cheir Signal; in ſuch Caſe you 
are to take Notice, chat your Signal will be made, 

of fixing the Pendant higher upon che Topgallanc 
| Shrouds, fo'as ir: PI moit conſpicuous to be 
ſeen by the reſpeRive hip it is made for. 


| f Second: additional Inſtruckion to the flobring 


Ons. 


_— : | $ 8 * 
1 14.0 4 1 


I ar any Time kr ont belig engaged with an . 
Squadron of the'Enemy*s Ships, the Admiral ſhalt 
judge it proper to eome to a cloſer Engagement 
wich the Eenemy, than at the Diftance we firſt be- 
een to engage, the Admiral will boiſt a Unios Flag 
ar the Mamtopmgſt-head, and fire a Gun on the 
6ppoſire Side to which be is engaged with the Ene- 
my, when every Ship is ro obey che Signal, — 
te Diſtances from the Center, and if the Admir 
Would have any particular Ship do ſo, he will make 
g 2 Signal, with the Signal for the Captain - of 
Ac in caſe of being to Leeward of the Enemy, 
rot yellow at * Oreto | 
Loring and making Sail to Windward. 
| „ee Ts 0 IA 7905 2750 Ship 
pee proper rerior. to an e upon 
eee 
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 toeach, from their 


be EsTanL15muent of the Navy. 


ts the laſt Act and Proclamation. * Honours paid to 
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